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Welcome to the Georgia Municipal Association’s 88th Annual 
Convention! We always look forward to the Convention because 

it brings us all together as a community of Georgia’s cities, and this 
year is extremely special, as it brings us back together in-person 
while also rebuilding from a global pandemic. For those who have 
been coming to this event for many years, it’s a homecoming and 
family reunion. For those of you who are attending for the fi rst time, 
it’s our pleasure to welcome you into the GMA family. We’re happy to 
have all of you here in Savannah as we celebrate our service to all of 
Georgia’s 537 cities!
 This year, the theme of our convention is “The Spirit of Cities: 
Connecting. Collaborating. Caring.” This theme was inspired by 
watching city leaders from across the state lead by example. 
The GMA Team has worked hard to highlight this theme through 
the various courses, events and networking opportunities during 
convention.
 While you are here, please take advantage of the many 
opportunities for you to be in unity with your fellow city leaders and 
GMA. We need your voice at the policy committee meetings. Your 
experiences inform our platform, and your knowledge of issues 
provides the support. Make sure you’re listening to the issues and 
providing us with feedback that we can use at the Capitol next year.
I also encourage you to visit the Exhibit Hall and see what services 
and products exist to help your city. We appreciate these companies 
and our sponsors supporting GMA and being involved in our Annual 
Convention.
 The concurrent sessions offer information on pressing issues cities 
are facing. Please be sure to attend those, take notes, ask questions 
and be prepared to take that information back to your city. GMA’s 
Annual Convention has much to offer; remember to be strategic 
in your participation, keeping the interests of your residents top of 
mind as you decide which sessions to go to.
 Finally, one of the greatest benefi ts of attending GMA’s Annual 
Convention is the fellowship and networking that takes place. Here, 
you are among friends. Friends who come from varied walks of 
life and backgrounds and from cities of all sizes. Yet we are bound 
more by what we have in common than what is different. We are 
united in our care and concern for our communities, in our support 
for creating amazing cities that uplift all Georgians, and in our 
determination to continue to learn and grow so we may exemplify 
the best leadership.
 On behalf of the GMA staff, let me also remind you that we 
are here to serve you. This is your convention. If you have any 
questions, concerns or feedback on how we can make your Annual 
Convention experience better, please reach out to any of us. Thank 
you for your attendance and your service.
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Welcome to the Georgia Municipal Association’s 86th Annual  
Convention!  We always look forward to the Convention because it brings us all 
together as a community of Georgia’s cities. For those who have been coming 
to this event for many years, it’s a homecoming and family reunion. For those 
of you who are attending for the first time, it’s our pleasure to welcome you 
into the GMA family. We’re happy to have all of you here in Savannah and we 
celebrate a first in our history of representing all 538 cities as GMA members! 
 This year, the theme of our convention is “Cities United: Lead to Suc-
ceed.” This year, maybe more than ever, we have seen how coming together 
advances the cause for all our cities. Back in January in Atlanta, we held a rally 
at the state Capitol following our Mayors’ Day Conference and more than 100 
city officials came out and really showed legislators the strength of our unity. 
In addition, we’ve forged even stronger bonds with the county association, 
ACCG, and our state partners. Together, we’re making a difference for our 
cities, counties and the state of Georgia. 
 During the Annual Convention, there will be many opportunities for you to 
be in unity with your fellow city leaders and GMA. We need your voice at the 
policy committee meetings. Your experiences inform our platform, and your 
knowledge of issues provides the support. Make sure you’re listening to the 
issues and providing us with feedback that we can use at the Capitol next year.
 The opening general session is going to focus on the leadership aspect 
of what you do. We have three amazing speakers with very different back-
grounds who are going to share what they have learned about leadership and 
how they apply it in their lives. We hope their stories will inspire you in your 
leadership journey.
 I also encourage you to visit the exhibit hall and see what services and prod-
ucts exist to help your city. We appreciate these companies and our sponsors 
supporting GMA and being involved in our Annual Convention.
 The concurrent sessions offer information on pressing issues cities are fac-
ing. Please be sure to attend those, take notes, ask questions and be prepared 
to take that information back to your city. GMA’s Annual Convention has much 
to offer; please be strategic in your participation, keeping the interests of your 
residents top of mind as you decide which sessions to go to.
 Finally, one of the greatest benefits of attending GMA’s Annual Convention 
is the fellowship and networking that takes place. Here, you are among friends. 
Friends who come from varied walks of life and backgrounds and from cities 
of all sizes. Yet we are bound more by what we have in common than what is 
different. We are united in our care and concern for our communities, in our 
support for creating amazing cities that uplift all Georgians, and in our determi-
nation to continue to learn and grow so we may exemplify the best leadership.
 On behalf of the GMA staff, let me also remind you that we are here to 
serve you. This is your convention. If you have any questions, concerns or feed-
back on how we can make your Annual Convention experience better, please 
reach out to any of us. Thank you for your attendance and your service.
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2021 GMA ANNUAL CONVENTION SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

With COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations now rising sharply in 
Georgia and nationally as a result of the Delta variant, please 
note the safety precautions detailed below.

• All attendees, regardless of vaccination status, are strongly 
urged to wear a mask throughout the convention, except 
when eating meals. GMA will make a special convention 
mask available to everyone.

• Be courteous of other’s personal space and social-distancing 
preferences. We are also supporting those who desire 
social distancing by staggering entry into the Exhibit Hall. 
All attendees should place a color-specifi c sticker on their 
badge to denote their social-distancing preference: 

◦ Green – “Okay with hugs & high-fi ves”
◦ Yellow – “Okay with talking but not touching”
◦ Red – “Hi! I am keeping my distance”

• Attendees should not attend any events, training classes, 
sessions or other activities if not feeling well. Please 
seek a test if you are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms. 
Anyone who tests positive for the virus while in Savannah 
is requested to immediately contact one of the GMA staff 
members listed below. By doing so, staff can assist in 
contacting other individuals who might have had close 
contact with the person who is not feeling well. Please note 
that contacting GMA is strictly voluntary.

◦ Sharon Collins, Director of Conferences and 
Management Srvices: scollins@gacities.com or
404-276-5065

◦ Erica Grier, Conferences and Events Manager: 
epowell@gacities.com or 404-695-2206

• As a safety precaution, general sessions taking place in 
Chatham Ballroom will have more spaced out seating 
throughout to allow for some distancing. While GMA is 
making every effort to place larger sessions in larger rooms 
to maximize separation, separation will be limited due to 
anticipated attendance. With this in mind, attendees are 
strongly encouraged to wear masks when not eating or 
drinking.

• Hand and sanitizers will be available for all attendees in the 
registration area. Please only take one bottle.  Attendees 
should wash their hands frequently and social distance as 
possible.

• Attendees should follow all rules of the convention facility 
and hotels.
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SPECIAL EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

Registration Schedule 
Registration will be held in the River Concourse of the Savannah 
Convention Center during the following hours:

Friday, August 6: 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, August 7: 7:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, August 8: 7:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Monday, August 9: 7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, August 10: 7:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.

Registration Fee
The on-site registration fee is $475 for city offi cials, $500 for 
Business Alliance Program participants, $155 for spouses of 
delegates, $85 for each child of a delegate and $1,050 for non-
members. Tickets are required for admittance to convention 
meals, social events and entertainment. Badges must be worn 
to enter the Exhibit Hall. 

Badges and Function Tickets 
Each person (including spouses and children) who is offi cially 
registered will receive a badge and tickets for a delegate gift 
and the Monday night Closing Event. Delegate gift tickets may 
not be purchased separately. Badges must be worn at all events 
and are required for entry into the Exhibit Hall. Badges may be 
purchased for $25 at the registration desk for non-registered 
guests. If you will not be using your ticket for a particular 
event, please offer it to a friend or return it to the registration 
desk so that someone else may use it. 

Awards Ceremony
The Awards Ceremony will be held on Monday afternoon and 
include the announcement of this year’s Municipal Government 
Hall of Fame inductees, the presentation of the Georgia Cities 
Foundation’s Renaissance and Starr awards, recognition of the 
Clerk of the Year and the new and recertifi ed Cities of Ethics, 
the announcement of GeorgiaForward’s Young Gamechangers’ 
2022 host city and the presentation of Holtz Municipal Training 
Institute certifi cates.
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SPECIAL EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic in the Exhibit Hall
UGA College of Pharmacy faculty and pharmacy residents will 
be administering the Pfi zer (age 12 and over) or Moderna 
(age 18 and over) vaccine in the Exhibit Hall for all convention 
attendees, exhibitors, staff, and family members on Saturday, 
August 7 (3:15-6:00 p.m.) and Sunday, August 8 (8:00 
a.m.-5:00 p.m.). There will also be special giveaways. The 
clinic is sponsored by UGA Extension and the UGA College of 
Pharmacy in partnership with GMA and Local Government Risk 
Management Services for the association’s “It’s Worth a Shot” 
campaign.

Monday Evening Closing Event
This year’s closing event will provide a night of food, fun and 
entertainment. The closing event will take place on Monday, 
August 9 from 6:30 pm to 10:30 pm at the Savannah 
Convention Center. The night will begin with the popular “Taste 
of Savannah” dinner featuring local Savannah restaurants in 
the Exhibit Hall followed by music and dancing with the Emerald 
Empire Band upstairs in the Chatham Ballroom. 

Delegate Gift Pick Up in the Exhibit Hall
All persons registered for the entire convention should have a 
delegate gift ticket in their packet of tickets. To receive your 
gift, please bring the ticket to the Delegate Gift counter located 
in the Exhibit Hall on Saturday or Sunday.

Ribbons
Ribbons for fi rst-time attendees, Certifi ed Cities of Ethics, 
training certifi cate recipients, GMA boards and committees may 
be picked up at the registration desk.

Stickers
To understand and respect attendees’ personal space 
preferences, red, yellow, and green stickers for name badges 
will be available in the River Concourse. 

Green – “Okay with hugs & high-fi ves”
Yellow – “Okay with talking but not touching”
Red – “Hi! I am keeping my distance”
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SPECIAL EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Wireless Internet Service
Wireless Internet service is provided throughout the Savannah 
Convention Center. Log on to Network “GMA21”. The password 
is Savannah.

Stay Engaged During GMA’s Annual Convention!
Follow us: @gacities
Tweet with us: #gacities

GMA Annual Convention Mobile App
GMA’s Annual Convention mobile app is FREE and available 
in the Apple App Store and the Google Play Store! Search 
“Georgia Municipal Association Events” and download the app 
for an up-to-the-minute schedule, session descriptions and 
listings of exhibitors and sponsors!

GMA Resource Area
Interested in learning more about the various GMA services 
available to your city? Stop by the GMA Resource Area, located 
in the rotunda. Staff members will be available throughout the 
convention to provide information and answer your questions. 

Dress
Dress for all events during the convention is casual. Meeting 
rooms are cool, so dress appropriately. 

Refund Policy
Full refunds were given for cancellations received before July 7. 
No refunds will be given for cancellations made after July 7.

Exhibit Hall
With more than 140 exhibitors participating, the Exhibit Hall 
provides a great opportunity to learn more about a wide range 
of products and services available to your city. The Exhibit Hall 
will be open during the following hours: 

Saturday, August 7: 3:15 pm - 6:00 pm
Sunday, August 8: 8:00 am - 3:00 pm (Closed between 
9:15 am -11:00 am for General Session)

Please be respectful of our exhibitors, as they are here to do 
business. All children must be accompanied by an adult while 
in the Exhibit Hall. Everyone, including children, must have a 
name badge to enter the Exhibit Hall.
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SPECIAL EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Exhibitor Door Prizes
Some exhibitors will be giving away door prizes. Instead of 
announcing the winners, exhibitors will place a form on the 
Message Board located in the front of the Exhibit Hall on the 
100 aisle. It will be the responsibility of the exhibitors to post 
the winners’ names and the responsibility of the attendees to 
check the Message Board. All winners will be posted on the 
Message Board by 1:00 pm on Sunday. Door prizes must be 
picked up prior to 1:30 pm on Sunday afternoon. Vendors will 
not be mailing door prizes. Remember to visit the Exhibit Hall 
and thank our exhibitors for being with us as their exhibit fees 
help keep costs down for our attendees.

Healthy Lifestyle Exhibit
LGRMS is hosting a Healthy Lifestyle exhibit during the 
convention to highlight the importance of living a healthy 
lifestyle. Come by the LGRMS booth in the Exhibit Hall for your 
COVID-19 vaccine and to learn about important health and 
safety issues. 

Clerks 50/50 Raffl e
The Georgia Municipal Clerks Association will be conducting a 
50/50 raffl e in the registration concourse. Funds raised will be 
donated to the Bill Cain Scholarship Fund. Please stop by and 
support this great cause.

Shuttle Transportation
Visit Savannah has made special transportation arrangements 
to accommodate you. Please consult the schedule board at 
your hotel or pick up a schedule at the registration desk at the 
Convention Center.

Parking
The Savannah Convention Center parking lot is currently under 
construction. There are approximately 350 spaces available 
for attendees at the back of the parking lot. Parking is free to 
GMA guests and due to construction, the Savannah Convention 
Center will have a golf cart shuttle running guests from the 
parking lot to the front of the building. Limited ADA parking will 
be available in Bryan Square.
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SPECIAL EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
Hotels & Telephone Numbers (912 area code)

Courtyard by Marriott  ................. 790-8287

Doubletree  ............................... 790-7000

Embassy Suites  ......................... 721-6900

Hampton Inn (Bay St.)  ............... 231-9700

Hampton Inn (Oglethorpe St.)  ..... 721-1600

Hilton Garden Inn  ...................... 721-5000

Holiday Inn Express (Bay St.)  ...... 231-9000

Holiday Inn (Bryan St.)  .............. 790-1000

Hotel Indigo  .............................. 236-4440

Hyatt Regency   .......................... 238-1234

JW Marriott  ............................... 373-9100

Marriott Riverfront  ..................... 233-7722

The Brice   ................................. 238-1200

Westin  ..................................... 201-2000
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Thank you to sponsors 
of the 2021 GMA Annual 
Convention:

PRESENTING SPONSOR
◆ Georgia Power

PLATINUM SPONSOR
◆ The Coca-Cola Company 

GOLD SPONSORS
◆ Consolidated Pipe & Supply
◆ Verizon

SILVER SPONSORS
◆ AETNA
◆ Alston & Bird
◆ Charles Abbott Associates, Inc.
◆ Charter Communications
◆ Crews and Associates
◆ Davenport and Company
◆ Elarbee Thompson
◆ Gallagher Bassett
◆ Jacobs
◆ Municipal Electric Authority of Georgia (MEAG Power)
◆ New South Construction Company
◆ Nichols, Cauley & Associates, LLC
◆ Schneider Electric
◆ Verra Mobility
◆ Volkert, Inc. 

BRONZE SPONSORS
◆ Coleman Talley
◆ IntraFi
◆ Keck & Wood
◆ The Gas Authority
◆ Stevens & Wilkinson SSOE
◆ Turnipseed Engineers
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 6

9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Municipal Training Institute (lunch is included)
Course descriptions can be found in the Convention mobile app, 
training brochure or on the GMA website.

(6-hour training courses include a continental breakfast and 
lunch)

◆ Building a Hometown Connection: GMA Lobbying 101
Room 200

◆ Building Community Capacity Through Tourism
Room 201

◆ Economic Development*
Room 202

◆ Environmental Sustainability
Room 203

◆ Making Citizen Engagement Work in Our 
Communities*
Room 204

◆ Money, Money, Money…Money! Funding City Projects 
through Grants and Loans
Room 205
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 6
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Municipal Training Institute (lunch is not included)
Course descriptions can be found in the Convention mobile app, 
training brochure or on the GMA website.

◆ Building Bridges Between Cities and Colleges
Room 106

◆ Effective Practices for Municipal Operations 101
Room 101

◆ How to Attract and Retain Young Professionals in 
Your Town
Room 102

◆ Mobile Workshop – Port of Savannah
Tondees (behind the escalator closest to 
registration)

◆ Municipal Courts Post Ferguson II: Promoting 
Justice, Protecting City Assets
Room 103

◆ Municipal Electric Systems 101
Room 104

◆ Municipal Gas Systems 101
Room 105

* This course is on the “required” list for the Municipal Training 
Institute certifi cate program.

4:15 pm – 5:45 pm
Board of Directors’ Meeting
Chatham Ballroom A

Presiding: Vince Williams, Mayor, Union City –
 GMA President
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 7

8:15 am – 9:15 am
Policy Committee Meetings
The purpose of committee meetings is to discuss legislative 
and policy issues of interest to cities. The membership will use 
the meetings to review and adopt the proposed 2022 policy 
recommendations suggested by city offi cials during the GMA 
spring district meetings and endorsed by the Legislative Policy 
Council.

Community Development
Room 203-205
COVID-19 had a devastating impact on local businesses and 
restaurants in Georgia. The pandemic necessitated transitions 
to digital platforms for education and commerce, further 
emphasizing the need for increased broadband connectivity 
throughout the state. As Georgia slowly emerges from the 
pandemic, economic development and broadband funding 
will be top of mind for policymakers. Attendees will hear 
from experts on downtown development, the latest on 
DCA’s broadband initiatives, policy considerations leading 
up to the next legislative session and also consider the 
adoption of GMA’s 2022 Community Development Policy 
Recommendations.

Chair: Linnea Miller, Councilmember, Suwanee
Presenters:
• Representative Ron Stephens, Chair, House Economic

 Development & Tourism Committee
• Senator Sheikh Rahman, Senate Economic

 Development & Tourism Committee Member
• Cindy Eidson, Director of Community and Economic

 Development, Georgia Municipal Association (GMA)
• Commissioner Christopher Nunn, Georgia Department

 of Community Affairs (DCA)
Staff Contact: Charlotte Davis, Deputy Director of
 Governmental Relations

Special thanks to GMA Life and Health Insurance 
Program for their support of this event.



12

SATURDAY, AUGUST 7
Environment & Natural Resources
Room 200-202
While Georgia has fi nally won the long-running water war with 
Florida over the use of water resources, other environmental 
issues are on the legislative horizon. Legislation has been 
introduced on a variety of environmental topics, from landfi lls 
and coal ash ponds, to air quality, climate change and 
environmental justice. With any environmental policy, there 
are often societal and fi nancial costs for communities across 
the state. Attendees will hear guests engage in a discussion of 
natural resources policy and the proposed 2022 Environment 
& Natural Resources Policy Recommendations will be 
considered for adoption.

Chair: Steve Edwards, Mayor, Sugar Hill
Presenters:
• Senator Tyler Harper, Chair, Senate Natural Resources

 Committee
• Representative Lynn Smith, Chair, House Environment

 & Natural Resources Committee
• Representative Karla Drenner, Member, House

 Environment & Natural Resources Committee
• John Eunice, Deputy Director, Georgia Environmental

 Protection Division
Staff Contact: Tom Gehl, Director of Governmental
 Relations

Special thanks to GMA Natural Gas Purchasing for their 
support of this event.

9:30 am – 10:30 am
Policy Committee Meetings

Public Safety
Room 203-205
City offi cials have a core responsibility to ensure public safety 
for their residents and communities. Many cities are exploring 
ways to re-imagine public safety services and community 
interactions. Additionally, municipal police departments 
constantly face challenges with recruitment, retainment and 
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 7
funding. As all cities grapple with the best allocation of public 
safety resources, attendees will hear from state legislators on 
policies of interest to the General Assembly, learn about new 
certifi cations and also consider the adoption of GMA’s 2022 
Public Safety Policy Recommendations.

Chair: Fred Perriman, Mayor, Madison
Presenters:
• Senator Randy Robertson, Member, Senate Public

 Safety Committee
• Representative Billy Mitchell, Minority Caucus

 Chairman
• Lou Dekmar, Police Chief, LaGrange

Staff Contact: Charlotte Davis, Deputy Director of
 Governmental Relations

Special thanks to GMA Workers Compensation Insurance
for their support of this event.

Transportation
Room 200-202
Georgia is the number one state in which to do business, 
and policymakers want to stay on top. A large component 
of Georgia’s success is the investments in transportation 
infrastructure that keep the engine of commerce humming 
along. However, as the state slowly emerges from the 
pandemic, the movement of goods through and in our 
state is presenting congestion challenges. Planes, trains, 
transit and automobiles are all pieces in the mobility 
puzzle which is being examined by the Joint Freight & 
Logistics Study Commission. The committee will hear from 
members on the latest deliberations of this group, and also 
consider the adoption of GMA’s 2022 Transportation Policy 
Recommendations.

Chair: Cornell Harvey, Mayor, Brunswick
Presenters:
• Senator Frank Ginn, Chairman, Senate Transportation

 Committee
• Representative Rick Jasperse, Chairman, House

 Transportation Committee
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 7
• Representative Calvin Smyre, Dean of the House of

 Representatives 
• Commissioner Russell McMurry, Georgia Department

 of Transportation
Staff Contact: Tom Gehl, Director of Governmental
 Relations

Special thanks to GMA Telecommunications & Right of 
Way Management Services for their support of this event.

10:45 am – 11:45 am
Policy Committee Meetings

Municipal Government 
Room 203-205
Cities have vibrant communities that attract new residents 
and new development. Property owners have the ability 
to petition municipalities to annex into adjacent cities to 
receive utilities, heightened services, and a more responsive 
local government. These annexations at times draw 
objections from county commissioners. The Georgia House 
of Representatives has organized an annexation study 
committee to examine the annexation dispute resolution 
process throughout this summer and fall. It is anticipated that 
current annexation objections will be used as justifi cation for 
legislative reform during the 2022 session. Other municipal 
topics that could arise in the 2022 session include the Service 
Delivery Strategy Act, tax abatements and cityhood efforts. 
The attendees will hear perspectives from state and local 
elected offi cials and also consider the adoption of GMA’s 2022 
Municipal Government Policy Recommendations.

Chair: Bianca Motley Broom, Mayor, College Park
Presenters:
• Representative Darlene Taylor, Chairman, House

 Governmental Affairs Committee
• Representative Barry Fleming, Chairman, House

 Special Committee on Elections Integrity
• Senator Emanuel Jones, Member, Senate State & Local

 Governmental Operations Committee
Staff Contact: Charlotte Davis, Deputy Director of
 Governmental Relations



15

SATURDAY, AUGUST 7
Special thanks to GMA Property & Liability Insurance for 
their support of this event.

Revenue and Finance
Room 200-202
Cities across Georgia work to facilitate a budget that best 
serves their citizens and provides funding to essential services 
and necessary public works projects. These critical budgets 
are comprised of funds derived from limited sources including 
various taxes and fees which must be carefully balanced 
to both ensure funding while appropriately collecting this 
revenue. Attendees will hear from state and local experts on 
Georgia’s tax structure, recent developments, and potential 
future changes regarding local government revenue sources, 
including sales and property tax. Attendees will also consider 
the adoption of GMA’s 2022 Revenue and Finance Policy 
Recommendations.

Chair: Jim Elliott, City Attorney, McDonough and
 Hawkinsville

Presenters:
• Senator Chuck Hufstetler, Chairman, Senate Finance

 Committee
• Representative Shaw Blackmon, Chairman, House

 Ways & Means Committee
• Dr. James Beverly, Minority Leader, House of

 Representatives
• Isaiah Hugley, City Manager, Columbus Consolidated

 Government
Staff Contact: Ryan Bowersox, Governmental Relations
 Associate

Special thanks to GMA Financial and Operational Services
for their support of this event.
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 7
11:45 am – 12:30 pm
Boxed Lunch for Saturday Training Participants
Chatham Ballroom
You must be registered for a training course on Saturday and 
have a lunch ticket to attend this lunch event.

12:30 pm – 3:30 pm
Municipal Training Institute (Boxed lunch is included 
for training participants. If you are registered for Municipal 
Taxation 101 or Open Records, your lunch is on the 2nd fl oor of 
the Westin.)
Course descriptions can be found in the Convention mobile app, 
training brochure or on the GMA website.

◆ Economics of Education
Room 106

◆ Excellence in Customer Service
Room 101

◆ Human Traffi cking: Georgia’s Role and Response
Room 203-205

◆ Information Privacy and Security Breaches: 
Prevention and Response
Room 103

◆ Let’s Get Social
Room 102

◆ Municipal Annexation: Growing Pains and Growth 
Spurts
Room 200-202

◆ Municipal Taxation 101 – The Basics*
Westin Hotel: Harbor Ballroom (fi rst fl oor)

◆ Open Records*
Westin Hotel: Grand Ballroom A (second fl oor)

◆ Placemaking in Action
Tondees (located behind escalator near registration)

◆ Practices for Successful Meetings*
Room 105

◆ Trends in Urban Design
Room 104

* This course is on the “required” list for the Municipal Training 
Institute certifi cate program.
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 7
2:00 pm – 3:00 pm
Trails and the Trust for Public Land: Tools for Connecting 
Communities, People and Public Spaces
Oglethorpe Auditorium
In this session, we will explore the various resources that The 
Trust for Public Land can provide cities in their parks and trails 
efforts, as well as how cities can use parks and trails to address 
challenges and improve quality of life for residents.  The session 
will place a particular focus on GIS analysis, conservation 
fi nance, and planning – including complementary services.

Moderator: Lori Henry, Mayor, Roswell
Panelists:
• George Dusenbury, Georgia State Director, Trust for

 Public Land
• Pegeen Hanrahan, National Parks Initiative Lead, Trust

 for Public Land 
• Mike Bodker, Mayor, Johns Creek

Staff Contact: Michael McPherson, Member Services
 Consultant

3:30 pm – 4:30 pm
Mentor/Mentee Meet and Greet
As part of GMA’s commitment to expand cost-effective learning 
and networking opportunities for elected offi cials, newly elected 
offi cials can obtain support, guidance, and encouragement from 
seasoned elected offi cials through the GMA Mentoring Program. 

If you are a mentee, this program is a great opportunity for 
you to meet with your mentor in person. If you are a newly 
elected offi cial and not a part of the program, come network 
and learn about all the benefi ts the mentor program has to 
offer.  Immediately following the session, GMA staff will be 
happy to lead you through the Exhibit Hall where you will have 
the opportunity to meet with exhibitors covering all your city’s 
service needs. 

Staff Contact: Sherri Bailey, Member Services Consultant
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 7
3:15 pm – 6:00 pm
Opening Reception in Exhibit Hall

Special thanks to Charles Abbott Associates Inc, Nichols, 
Cauley & Associates, LLC, Schneider Electric, and Verra 
Mobility for their support of this event.
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 8

7:30 am – 8:15 am
Worship Service
Room 102-104

8:00 am – 9:15 am
Exhibit Hall Opening with light breakfast
Exhibit Hall
Badges must be worn at all events and are required for entry 
into the Exhibit Hall.  Badges may be purchased for $25 at the 
registration desk for non-registered guests.

Special thanks to Volkert, Inc. for their support of the Exhibit 
Hall breakfast.

8:00 am – 9:00 am
Legislative Policy Council Meeting
Room 200-202
The Legislative Policy Council is the focal point for the 
Association’s legislative policy effort, combining the efforts 
and input of GMA’s six standing policy committees as well as 
input from the Spring District Meetings. The Council prepares 
a proposed Legislative Platform for consideration by GMA’s 
six policy committees at the Annual Convention in Savannah. 
Following the policy committee meetings, the Council may make 
any further refi nements to the Legislative Platform deemed 
necessary before voting to present it to the membership for 
approval at the annual business meeting on Sunday afternoon. 
Following the adoption of GMA’s legislative platform, the Council 
may discuss ideas to broaden engagement between city offi cials 
and legislators prior to the 2022 General Assembly session. 

Presiding: Julie Smith, Mayor, Tifton – GMA Second
 Vice President



20

SUNDAY, AUGUST 8
9:30 am – 11:00 am 
Opening General Session
Chatham Ballroom

Presiding: Vince Williams, Mayor, Union City – GMA President

Parade of Flags

National Anthem
Roger Moss, Former Executive Director and Co-founder,
 Savannah Children’s Choir

Invocation
Dr. Clemontine Washington, Mayor Pro Tem, Midway

Welcome to Savannah
Van R. Johnson, II, Mayor, Savannah

Special Recognitions
Larry Hanson, Executive Director, GMA

Remarks
Clarence Anthony, CEO and Executive Director, National
 League of Cities

Keynote Speaker
Andy Andrews

“Making a Difference: Living a Life 
that Counts”
Hailed by a New York Times reporter as 
“someone who has quietly become one of 
the most infl uential people in America,” 
Andy Andrews is an internationally known 
speaker and best-selling author. 

Special thanks to Georgia Power for their support of this event.
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11:15 am – 12:15 pm
Federal Policy Council Meeting
Room 200-202
The Federal Policy Council (FPC) is GMA’s federal legislative 
advocacy council. The primary purpose of the FPC is to maintain 
communications with the Georgia congressional delegation in 
support of GMA’s federal municipal policies. FPC members were 
instrumental in working with members of Congress to relay 
municipal needs around the COVID pandemic culminating in 
Congress approving $1.4 billion in direct federal funds for all 
Georgia cities through the American Rescue Plan Act. During 
this session, participants will hear from Clarence Anthony, CEO 
and Executive Director of the National League of Cities. NLC’s 
leadership and advocacy work were instrumental in helping to 
achieve direct funding to all 19,000 cities, towns, and villages 
in the U.S. through ARPA, and they are playing a vital role 
in supporting the passage of a comprehensive infrastructure 
package in 2021 that will support cities’ long-term success. 
Additionally, FPC members will hear from the State Director 
of the Offi ce of U.S. Sen. Jon Ossoff about infrastructure 
investment, broadband deployment, and key priorities the 
Senate is working on that impact cities. GMA staff will also 
provide a brief update on ARPA and advocacy work on a 
comprehensive federal infrastructure package.

Presiding: Michelle Cooper Kelly, Councilmember, Marietta
 – GMA Third Vice President

Presenters:
• Clarence Anthony, CEO and Executive Director, National

 League of Cities
• Chandra Harris, State Director, Offi ce of U.S. Senator

 Jon Ossoff 
• Becky Taylor, Director, Federal Relations & Research,

 GMA
Staff Contact: Becky Taylor, Director, Federal Relations &
 Research
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11:15 am – 12:30 pm
Municipal Training Board Meeting
Room 106
The Municipal Training Board will receive updates on the Harold 
F. Holtz Municipal Training Institute from staff of GMA and the 
University of Georgia’s Carl Vinson Institute of Government.

Chair: Phil Boyum, Councilmember, Statesboro

11:15 am – 3:15 pm
City Attorneys’ Session and Lunch
Westin – Grand Ballroom A/B
The City Attorneys’ Seminar is the Association’s annual CLE 
for city attorneys and is the annual business meeting for 
the City Attorney’s Section of GMA. City attorneys will hear 
presentations on the American Rescue Plan, Municipal Courts, 
Redistricting and the Census, and receive a Legislative Update. 
There will also be a city attorney roundtable to discuss any 
other pressing issues.

Presiding: Jessica O’Connor, City Manager, Griffi n
Speakers:
• David Dove, Executive Counsel, Offi ce of the Governor,

 Brian Kemp
• Alison Earles, GMA Senior Associate General Counsel 
• L’Erin Wiggins, City Attorney – Hampton, Riverdale,

  Lovejoy; Municipal Court Judge – Pine Lake, Stone
 Mountain; L.F. Barnes Law Group 

• Ben Griffi th, Adjunct Professor, University of Mississippi
 School of Law; Griffi th Law Firm

• Rusi Patel, General Counsel, GMA

Special thanks to Alston & Bird, Gallagher Bassett, and 
Elarbee Thompson for their support of this event.
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1:00 pm – 2:00 pm
City Managers’ Session
Room 102-104
During this session, city managers will receive updates on 
Georgia City-County Management Association activities and 
strategic planning process as well as information on municipal 
workforce development including a presentation on the “Jobs 
with Purpose” initiative and the GMA “Starts with Me!” campaign. 
Participants will also receive an update on the ARPA Coronavirus 
State and Local Relief Fund and are invited to engage in a 
discussion about how cities are planning now to use ARPA funds 
to meet community-wide needs and stabilize local government 
operations and facilities over the next fi ve years using COVID 
relief funds.

Presiding: Marcia Hampton, Douglasville City Manager and
 GCCMA President

Presenters: 
• Greg Wilson, Unit Manager, Workforce Development &

 Economic Analysis, CVIOG
• Brian Wallace, Director of Strategic Initiatives, GMA
• Becky Taylor, Director of Federal Relations & Research,

 GMA
Staff Contacts:
Kay Love, Managing Director, Georgia City Solutions
Becky Taylor, Director of Federal Relations & Research, GMA

Special thanks to Charter Communications, Crews and 
Associates, Davenport & Company, Jacobs, MEAG Power
and New South Construction Company for their support of 
this event.

11:00 am – 3:00 pm
Exhibit Hall Open
Lunch will take place in the Exhibit Hall from 11:00 am – 
1:00 pm
Badges are required for entry into the Exhibit Hall. Badges may 
be purchased for $25 at the registration desk for non-registered 
guests.

Special thanks to Consolidated Pipe and Supply for their 
support of this event.
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2:15 pm – 3:15 pm
Rapid Fire Sessions: Showcase of Successful Initiatives
Interested in learning about successful programs and projects 
that have been initiated in other cities across the state? If so, 
plan to attend one of the Rapid Fire sessions.  Each session 
will provide attendees an opportunity to hear fast-paced 
presentations, followed by a brief question and answer period.

Small City Rapid Fire
Room 102-104
Moderator: Jeffery Smith, Mayor Pro Tem, Sandersville

Cochran (pop. 5,150): City Manager Richard Newbern
The City of Cochran created a demolition grant program 
that provides fi nancial assistance to qualifi ed low-income 
property owners of dilapidated properties to assist them 
with demolishing their hazardous and vacant structures.  
This grant program was set up by the City and qualifi ed 
property owners only pay a small residential and commercial 
demolition fee. The city is responsible for asbestos testing and 
abatement, and removal of the structure.  

Dahlonega (pop. 5,242): Mayor Sam Norton
Dahlonega recently created an all-accessible kayak launch 
at Lake Zwermer reservoir.  Not only has it been a hit with 
kayakers with disabilities, but it also has been a great way 
to launch for able-bodied citizens as well. This project is an 
extension to the newly created Wimpy Mill Park. This park, 
a creekside respite, has picnic tables, wildlife viewing, and 
improved parking. Next steps in park development include 
installation of restrooms and a creekside trail. Another 
forward step for their community’s inclusiveness.

Eatonton (pop. 6,480): Councilmember Janie Reid
The City of Eatonton created a Youth Leadership Council 
because they saw the importance of investing in youth in 
their community and training local leaders of tomorrow. The 
inaugural group of 13 youth participated in a four-month 
program during 2021 that included sessions to not only 
teach teens about government and civic engagement, but 
also emphasize life skills that they need to be successful. 
The sessions were designed to teach youth about 
government operations and included sessions on fi nancial 
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literacy, workforce development, job search skills, dressing 
appropriately for job interviews and how to address people 
properly.  This youth program grooms the next generation of 
leaders and delivers hope. 

Fitzgerald (pop. 9,053): Deputy Administrator Cam 
Jordan
In the City of Fitzgerald, Mayor and City Council, along with 
the city’s leadership team, believed in the vision of a local 
actor that they could make their small town as powerful 
as any large city in Georgia when it came to the fi lm and 
television industries. The city wrote the fi rst check to support 
the fi rst small movie in their community and made that a 
possibility. Since then, millions of dollars in fi lm and television 
production have been made in the community. The city is 
doing all they can to help create a sustainable industry to 
help revitalize the community, create jobs in the industry, and 
drive money into the local economy.

Metter (pop. 4,130): City Manager Carter Crawford & 
Director of Economic Development Heidi Jeffers
The City of Metter is the fi rst “Georgia Grown Community” 
and has fully incorporated Georgia Grown into its economic 
development strategy. They partnered with Georgia Grown 
and Georgia Southern University’s Business Innovation Group 
to create the Georgia Grown Innovation Center, a business 
incubator that focuses on agriculture.  This amazing synergy 
supports agri-business locally, regionally, and throughout the 
state.

Stone Mountain (pop. 5,871):  City Manager Cha’Quias 
Miller Thornton
The City of Stone Mountain was proactive in providing a 
foundation for establishing trust and accountability between 
their police department and the community they serve. They 
took a deep look into their operations and created several 
successful initiatives to improve transparency within the police 
department and community relations with their citizens. 

Staff Contact: Artiffany Stanley, GMA Member Services
 Consultant
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Large City Rapid Fire
Room 203-205
Moderator: Felicia Moore, Council President, Atlanta

City of Griffi n (pop. 22,813): City Manager Jessica 
O’Connor
The City of Griffi n has implemented an Employee Diversity 
and Inclusion Team (EDIT), as well as a Citizens Diversity and 
Inclusion Committee (CDIC), to implement any necessary 
processes, values, or policies related to diversity and 
inclusion. The EDIT has created a strategic plan to enhance 
diversity and inclusion city-wide for years to come. CDIC 
has developed a working mission statement that speaks 
to improving relationships and to provide for inclusion 
throughout the community and government.

City of St. Marys (pop. 18,567): Councilmember Lisa 
James
The City of St. Marys instituted a one-stop-shop for citizen 
input on the city’s website where residents can submit issues 
directly to the council and mayor. The entire body of elected 
offi cials receives the same information, and, in turn, the 
process allows greater understanding, faster response and 
ultimately a tighter communication chain between the elected 
offi cials and their constituents. 

City of Newnan (pop. 41,581): Assistant City Manager 
Hasco Craver
The City of Newnan, a community of 42,000 residents located 
35 miles southwest of Atlanta, has identifi ed an urban park 
ripe for redevelopment.  Utilizing SPLOST funds, the City is 
constructing a park featuring a regional skate park, splash 
pad, adventure playground, pump track and multi-use path. 

City of Thomasville (pop. 18,518): Public Outreach 
Manager Sherri Cain, and Human Resources Manager 
Tara Pearson
The City of Thomasville has developed a broad reaching 
diversity, equity and inclusion initiative that entails 
preservation of minority heritage within the city, as well as 
programming to highlight the efforts. The presentation will 
showcase community partnerships and collaboration that have 
made the initiative a success thus far.
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City of Atlanta (pop. 506,811): Commissioner of Public 
Works Al Wiggins
The City of Atlanta will discuss public and private partnerships 
throughout the Department of Public Works. Highlights 
of these partnerships will include the Urban Food Forest, 
Recycling Improvements and more. 

City of Stockbridge (pop. 29,904): City Manager
Randy Knighton
The City of Stockbridge kicked off a successful virtual 
storytelling campaign during the pandemic. City elected 
offi cials and staff participated nightly in reading online for 
the entire community. The focus and goal were reaching and 
reconnecting with area families, while promoting literacy and 
instilling the desire to learn in the area’s youth. The initiative 
was so successful that the storytelling will be offered again 
this holiday season. 

City of Canton (pop. 30,528): Mayor Bill Grant
A growing suburban community, Canton has changed greatly 
over the past twenty years.  Population growth in the Latinx 
community, an increase in senior population lured by an 
aggressive senior tax exemption, and growing middle class is 
bringing younger families to call 30114 home.  In 2020, the 
City launched a Diversity and Inclusion Task Force, CanTeen 
(a youth council initiative), and a Roadmap for Success 
that outlines 8 Tenets to Guide Decisions with an emphasis 
on Celebrating the Diversity of Our Community.  Mayor Bill 
Grant will showcase how to keep the topic of diversity and 
inclusion in planning, neighborhood improvement, and social 
engagement.

Staff Contact: Michael McPherson, Member Services
 Consultant

3:15 pm – 3:45 pm
Voting Credential Pickup
Outside Chatham Ballroom
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3:45 pm – 5:00 pm 
Annual Business Meeting
Chatham Ballroom

Presiding
Vince Williams, Mayor, Union City – GMA President

Report from the Legislative Policy Council and Adoption 
of the 2022 Legislative Policies
Julie Smith, Mayor, Tifton – GMA Second Vice President

Proposed Amendments to the GMA Bylaws
Rusi Patel, General Counsel, GMA

Nominating Committee Report & Election of 2021-2022 
Offi cers and Board of Directors
Linda Blechinger, Mayor, Auburn - GMA Immediate Past
 President

Installation of GMA Board and Offi cers
Rusi Patel, General Counsel, GMA
Jeff Todd, City Attorney, LaGrange
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8:30 am – 9:30 am
Concurrent Sessions

Equity and Inclusion Forum – Valuing Differences
Room 200-202
Local leaders are often challenged with ensuring everyone 
is included, that every voice is welcomed, respected, and 
accounted for when serving a culturally diverse community. 
Valuing differences is essential in creating a space where 
individuals feel respected and have a sense of belonging. 
This has never been truer than during the global pandemic, 
which has exposed and deepened existing vulnerabilities 
by disproportionately affecting marginalized communities 
throughout Georgia. Applying an equity-and-inclusion lens 
to municipal operations means identifying opportunities 
throughout local government where cities can and must 
account for the need to promote an equitable community.

The forum will kick-off with attendees hearing from the GMA 
Equity and Inclusion Commission Co-Chairs about the work of 
the Commission. A video highlighting GMA’s Embrace program 
will also be shown. During this facilitated forum, participants 
will also watch a compelling video about valuing differences 
and hear from Equity and Inclusion Commission members 
about the importance of the video’s message. The facilitator 
will then lead an interactive discussion with attendees on 
ways to encourage diversity dialogues within communities to 
promote the essence of valuing differences and creating an 
inclusive community.

Facilitator: David Key, Public Service Assistant;
 Governmental Training, Education, and Development, CVIOG

Presenters:
• Hardie Davis, Mayor, Augusta and GMA Equity and

 Inclusion Commission Co-Chair
• Jim Thornton, Mayor, LaGrange and GMA Equity

 and Inclusion Commission Co-Chair – GMA First
 Vice President
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• Freddie Broome, Director of Equity and Inclusion, GMA
• Liz Ordiales, Mayor, Hiawassee
• John Reid, Mayor, Eatonton
• Cam Jordan, Deputy Administrator, Fitzgerald

Staff Contacts:
Freddie Broome, Equity and Inclusion Director, GMA
Kay Love, Managing Director, Georgia City Solutions

Rebuilding Mutual Trust Between Law Enforcement and 
the Communities They Serve
Room 203-205
On May 25, 2020, the nation bore witness to the murder 
of George Floyd by a Minneapolis police offi cer while fellow 
offi cers looked on.  Justifi ed outrage reverberated in a torrent 
of protests that gave a voice to the fear of police felt by many 
people of color.  Some victim rights advocates, politicians, and 
candidates called to defund the police, increase funding for 
community support services, and eliminate qualifi ed immunity 
for law enforcement.  Many law enforcement offi cers left the 
profession.  The public lost trust in law enforcement, and law 
enforcement lost trust in the public and elected leaders.

This session will include a balanced discussion of:
Policy initiatives at the federal and state level to increase 
accountability for police offi cers and police agencies to the 
public, including changes to qualifi ed immunity.

Collaborative efforts by law enforcement, local governments, 
and citizen advocates to improve policy and training and create 
cultural awareness by law enforcement of the communities 
they serve, such as GMA’s Excellence in Policing Committee.

Moderator: Rusi Patel, General Counsel, GMA
Panelists:
• Christopher Bruce, Political Director, ACLU of Georgia
• Lou Dekmar, Chief of Police, LaGrange
• James Westbury, Claims Manager and Coverage Counsel

Staff Contact: James Westbury, Claims Manager and
 Coverage Counsel, GMA
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Local Option Sales Tax (LOST) 2022 – Prepare for Your 
Fair Share
Room 102-104
After the release of the 2020 Census data, cities can expect 
that counties will issue the notice to commence negotiations, 
no later than July 1, 2022, for the re-distribution of Local 
Option Sales Tax (LOST) between the cities and the county. 
Since the agreement reached will likely be in effect for a 10-
year period, it is essential for all parties to seek and achieve 
a fair and equitable LOST distribution for their citizens.  This 
session consists of a panel of GMA staff and city offi cials who 
are experienced in and actively preparing for the upcoming 
LOST re-negotiations. The presenters will provide an overview 
of LOST, re-negotiation requirements, and recommendations 
for successful outcomes for cities.  The panelists will highlight 
their respective experiences and lessons learned from past 
negotiations and their strategies for 2022.

Moderator: Stan Brown, Member Services Consultant, GMA
Panelists:
• Perry Hicks, City Manager, Bremen
• Bryan Lackey, City Manager, Gainesville

Staff Contacts: 
Stan Brown, Member Services Consultant
Emily Hirst, Assistant General Counsel
Ryan Bowersox, Governmental Relations Associate
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9:45 am – 11:00 am
General Session
Chatham Ballroom

Presiding: Vince Williams, Mayor, Union City – GMA President

Speaker:
The Honorable Brian P. Kemp,
Governor of Georgia

Panel Discussion: “Taking Stock and Moving Forward:  
Challenges and Opportunities for Georgia’s Cities”

Moderator: Larry Hanson, Executive Director, GMA
Panelists:
• Bianca Motley Broom, Mayor, College Park
• Van R. Johnson, II, Mayor, Savannah
• Matt Seale, Mayor, Ocilla

11:15 am – 12:15 pm
Concurrent Sessions

Let’s Make a Deal:  Best Practices for Economic 
Development Deal Making
Room 203-205
Looking to create, fund, and implement quality and impactful 
development in your city? This session will focus on how 
to use place-based development practices, development 
authorities, and creative funding resources to augment 
your city’s development opportunities and create quality 
sustainable development projects and practices that promote 
a sense of place, encourage business expansion and 
recruitment, address housing needs, and improve quality of 
life for your community.
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Presenters:
• Stephanie Russell, Economic Development Manager,

 GMA and GCF
• Sadie Krawczyk, Economic Development Director,

 Monroe
• Chris Higdon, Community Development Manager, GMA

 and GCF
Staff Contact: Stephanie Russell, Economic Development
 Manager, GMA and GCF

How Not to Get Burned: Practical Issues of Handling 
Georgia’ Sunshine Laws
Room 105-106
This session consists of a panel of highly respected lawyers 
who are deeply familiar with Georgia’s open meetings, open 
records, and records retention laws. The presenters will 
provide attendees with valuable practical advice on common 
mis-steps and issues local governments, local elected offi cials, 
and local government employees face in understanding and 
applying Georgia’s sunshine laws. 

Moderator:
Rusi Patel, General Counsel, GMA

Panelists:
• Samuel S. Olens, Partner, Dentons; Formerly Georgia

 Attorney General
• Jennifer Colangelo, Assistant Attorney General, Offi ce

 of the Attorney General Chris Carr
• David Hudson, Partner, Hull Barrett; General Counsel,

 Georgia Press Association
Staff Contacts:
Rusi Patel, General Counsel
Emily Hirst, Assistant General Counsel

Creating a Pipeline for Your City’s Future Workforce
Room 200-202
Public sector jobs are becoming harder and harder to fi ll. 
Reasons for this include the “Silver Tsunami” in which baby 
boomers are retiring in large numbers, a competitive job 
market and compensation issues.  In a 2020 workforce study 
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conducted by the Center for State and Local Government 
Excellence (SLGE), respondents reported struggling most to 
fi ll positions in engineering, skilled trades, maintenance work/
labor, policing and information technology. This session will 
explore how cities can begin to groom their future workforce 
through internships, on-the-job training, partnering with 
career academies and other initiatives.

Moderator:
Matt Seale, Ocilla Mayor and Chair, GMA Municipal Workforce
 Development Advisory Council

Presenters:
• Marcia Hampton, Douglasville City Manager and

 President, Georgia City-County Management Association
• Janet Queen, Northwest Regional Coordinator, Great

 Promise Partnership
• Russ Moore, Owner, Seamless Education Associates, Inc.

Staff Contact: Brian Wallace, Director of Strategic
 Initiatives

Local Option Sales Tax (LOST) 2022 – Prepare for Your 
Fair Share
Room 102-104
After the release of the 2020 Census data, cities can expect 
that counties will issue the notice to commence negotiations, 
no later than July 1, 2022, for the re-distribution of Local 
Option Sales Tax (LOST) between the cities and the county. 
Since the agreement reached will likely be in effect for a 10-
year period, it is essential for all parties to seek and achieve 
a fair and equitable LOST distribution for their citizens.  This 
session consists of a panel of GMA staff and city offi cials who 
are experienced in and actively preparing for the upcoming 
LOST re-negotiations. The presenters will provide an overview 
of LOST, re-negotiation requirements, and recommendations 
for successful outcomes for cities.  The panelists will highlight 
their respective experiences and lessons learned from past 
negotiations and their strategies for 2022.

Moderator:
Stan Brown, Member Services Consultant, GMA
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Panelists:
• Perry Hicks, City Manager, Bremen
• Bryan Lackey, City Manager, Gainesville

Staff Contacts: 
Stan Brown, Member Services Consultant
Emily Hirst, Assistant General Counsel
Ryan Bowersox, Governmental Relations Associate

12:15 pm – 2:15 pm
Lunch break – on your own
(note: ARPA: Ideas for Your Community – begins at 1:45 pm.)

1:45 pm – 3:15 pm
ARPA:  Ideas for Your Community
Room 102-104
For the fi rst time in the nation’s history, every city is eligible 
to receive a direct federal formula grant allocation to address 
needs associated with the public health and economic impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. As these funds arrive in bank 
accounts of cities across Georgia, now is the time for city 
leaders to work with their county counterparts and other 
community stakeholders to assess local needs and develop a 
game plan for how ARPA funds can be used most effectively. In 
addition to the ARPA Local Fiscal Recovery Funds, it is important 
for city offi cials to understand funds in the larger ARPA package 
that will be available for a variety of residential, business, and 
nonprofi t needs. City leaders should also understand Treasury 
guidance for eligible uses of Local Fiscal Recovery Funds, as 
well as reporting requirements. During this session, participants 
will learn more about all these issues and hear about resources 
available to provide technical assistance and training for city 
offi cials to prepare you for success in addressing local needs 
and spending and accounting for ARPA funds appropriately.

Presiding: 
Cornell Harvey, Mayor, Brunswick

Presenters:
• Suzette Arnold, Public Service Assistant; Governmental

 Training, Education and Development Division, CVIOG
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• Tonya Cureton Curry, Deputy Commissioner for Housing,

 Georgia Department of Community Affairs
• John Eunice, Deputy Director, Georgia Environmental

 Protection Division
• Laura Mathis, Executive Director, Middle Georgia Regional

 Commission
• Christopher Nunn, Commissioner, Georgia Department of

 Community Affairs
• Becky Taylor, Director of Federal Relations and Research,

 GMA
Staff Contact: Becky Taylor, Director of Federal Relations
 and Research

2:15 pm – 3:15 pm
Concurrent Sessions

Equity and Inclusion Forum – Valuing Differences
Room 200-202
Local leaders are often challenged with ensuring everyone 
is included, that every voice is welcomed, respected, and 
accounted for when serving a culturally diverse community. 
Valuing differences is essential in creating a space where 
individuals feel respected and have a sense of belonging. 
This has never been truer than during the global pandemic, 
which has exposed and deepened existing vulnerabilities 
by disproportionately affecting marginalized communities 
throughout Georgia. Applying an equity-and-inclusion lens 
to municipal operations means identifying opportunities 
throughout local government where cities can and must 
account for the need to promote an equitable community. 

The forum will kick off with attendees hearing from the GMA 
Equity and Inclusion Commission Co-Chairs about the work of 
the Commission. A video highlighting GMA’s Embrace program 
will also be shown. During this facilitated forum, participants 
will also watch a compelling video about valuing differences 
and hear from Equity and Inclusion Commission members 
about the importance of the video’s message. The facilitator 
will then lead an interactive discussion with attendees on 
ways to encourage diversity dialogues within communities to 
promote the essence of valuing differences and creating an 
inclusive community.
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Facilitator:
David Key, Public Service Assistant; Governmental Training,
 Education, and Development, CVIOG

Presenters:
• Hardie Davis, Mayor, Augusta and GMA Equity and

 Inclusion Commission Co-Chair
• Jim Thornton, Mayor, LaGrange and GMA Equity and

 Inclusion Commission Co-Chair – GMA First Vice
 President

• Freddie Broome, Director of Equity and Inclusion, GMA
Panelists: 
• Liz Ordiales, Mayor, Hiawassee
• John Reid, Mayor, Eatonton
• Cam Jordan, Deputy Administrator, Fitzgerald

Staff Contacts:
Freddie Broome, Equity and Inclusion Director, GMA
Kay Love, Managing Director, Georgia City Solutions

Managing a Crisis Event in a Modern World
Room 105-106
News travels quickly in the modern world and cities face many 
exposures that may lead to a crisis event.  James Satterfi eld 
is the Founder and President of CrisisRisk Strategies and 
has managed several high- profi le crisis events across the 
country. Locally, he has helped many cities and counties in 
Georgia maneuver through crisis events that exposed local 
governments to signifi cant fi nancial loss and threatened 
reputations. In this session, James will discuss the importance 
of crisis and risk management planning, how to assess a 
crisis risk level, and approaches to determine the scope of a 
crisis event. He will also discuss the decisions, actions, and 
strategies that leaders need to make to effectively manage a 
crisis, including the importance of crisis communications. 

Presenters:
• James Satterfi eld, President & Founder, CrisisRisk

 Strategies
• James Westbury, Claims Manager & Coverage Counsel,

 GMA
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• Dan Beck, Director, Local Government Risk Management

 Services
Staff Contact: Stan Deese, Director, Risk Management
 Services

Supporting Theatres and Commercial Downtown 
Districts During and Post-COVID-19 Recovery
Room 203-205
This session will explore best practices for supporting 
theatres and their downtown commercial districts relating to 
the current and post-COVID-19 future and will include the 
following areas:

• Introduction, Current Fox Theatre Perspective and Georgia 
Theatre Statistics

• Best Practices for recovery that focus on programming, 
marketing, community development 

• Future Perspectives on potential growth
• Discussion with Q & A

Moderator: Walt Huntley, Vice President – Georgia Cities
 Foundation

Presenter:
• Leigh Burns, Director of the Fox Theatre Institute at the

 Fox Theatre in Atlanta
Staff Contact: Cindy Eidson, Director, Community &
 Economic Development & Georgia Cities Foundation

3:30 pm – 5:00 pm 
Awards Ceremony
Chatham Ballroom

Presiding: Vince Williams, Mayor, Union City –
 GMA President
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Clerk of the Year Award Presentation
Lisa Johnson, City Clerk, Fargo – President, Georgia
 Municipal Clerks Association

Recognition of Certifi ed Cities of Ethics
Michelle Cooper Kelly, Councilmember, Marietta –
 GMA Third Vice President

Presentation of the Georgia Cities Foundation’s 
Renaissance Award and Starr Award
Pam Sessions, President, Georgia Cities Foundation

Municipal Government Hall of Fame Presentation
Anthony Ford, Mayor, Stockbridge; Chair, GMA Awards
 Committee

Announcement of the 2022 Young Gamechangers
Host Community
Amanda Brown-Olmstead, Member, GeorgiaForward Board
 of Directors

Presentation of Training Certifi cates
Phil Boyum, Councilmember, Statesboro; Chair, Municipal
 Training Board
Rob Gordon, Director, Carl Vinson Institute of Government,
 University of Georgia
Aileen Harris, Training Manager, GMA

Special thanks to Verizon for their support of this event.

Closing Event
6:30 pm – 10:30 pm
Exhibit Hall and Chatham Ballroom
This year’s event will feature the popular “Taste of Savannah”
with some local favorite Savannah restaurants participating.  
The evening will end with the Emerald Empire Band beginning 
at 7:30 pm upstairs in the Chatham Ballroom.



40

TUESDAY, AUGUST 10

8:00 am – 11:00 am
Municipal Training Institute (lunch is not included)
Course descriptions can be found in the Convention mobile app, 
training brochure or on the GMA website.

(3-hour training courses include a continental breakfast)

◆ Entrepreneur Friendly Cities
Room 101

◆ Municipal Taxation 102 – The Basics Continued
Room 102

◆ Recreation and Parks: Building Communities
Room 103

◆ Risk and Insurance 101
Room 104

◆ Succession Planning: Preparing for Tomorrow’s 
Workforce Today
Room 105

8:00 am – 3:00 pm
Municipal Training Institute (lunch is included)
Course descriptions can be found in the Convention mobile app, 
training brochure or on the GMA website.

(6-hour training courses include a continental breakfast and 
lunch)

◆ Making Cultural Diversity Work
Room 200

◆ Municipal Long-Term Budgeting
Room 201
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◆ Public Problems, Democratic Solutions – The 

Governing Role of Mayors and Councilmembers*
Room 202

◆ Service Delivery Strategy – Effi ciency & Tax Equity 
for Local Governments
Room 203

◆ Water Management – An Introduction for Local 
Governments
Room 204

* This course is on the “required” list for the Municipal Training 
Institute certifi cate program.
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1:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Clerks’ Training Courses

◆ Equity and Inclusion
Westin: Grand Ballroom A

◆ Human Resources 201
Westin: Grand Ballroom B

Saturday, August 7
8:30 am – 3:30 pm
City Clerk Training Courses

◆ Athenian Dialogue: A Full Life: Refl ections at 90 
by Jimmy Carter
Westin: Grand Ballroom B

◆ Records Management 101
Westin: Grand Ballroom EF

◆ Confl ict Management
Westin: Grand Ballroom D

3:15 pm – 6:00 pm
Opening Reception
Exhibit Hall

GEORGIA  MUNICIPAL
CLERKS ASSOCIATION

CONFERENCE AND TRAINING SCHEDULE
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Sunday, August 8
7:30 am – 8:15 am
Worship Service (optional)
Oglethorpe Auditorium

8:00 am – 9:15 am
Breakfast in the Exhibit Hall

9:30 am – 11:00 am
GMA General Session
Chatham Ballroom

11:15 am – 12:15 pm
Clerks’ Business Meeting and Lunch
Westin – Grand Ballroom C

Presiding: Lisa Johnson
Clerk, Fargo – GMCA President

12:30 pm – 3:30 pm
Clerks’ Training Courses

◆ Tax Revenue 202
Westin: Riverscape A/B

◆ Team Building
Westin: Grand Ballroom F

◆ Elections Training
Westin: Grand Ballroom D/E
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Monday, August 9
8:30 am – 11:30 am
Clerks’ Training Courses

◆ Ethics
Westin: Grand Ballroom F

◆ Intergovernmental Agreements
Westin: Grand Ballroom D/E

◆ Legal and Legislative Updates
Westin: Riverscape A/B

11:30 am – 1:45 pm
Lunch on your own

1:45 pm – 3:15 pm
ARPA: Ideas for Your Community
Room 102-104

2:15 pm – 3:15 pm
GMA Concurrent Sessions

3:30 pm – 5:00 pm
Awards Ceremony
Clerk of the Year will be announced
Chatham Ballroom

6:30 pm – 10:30 pm
Closing Event (separate ticket required)
Exhibit Hall and Chatham Ballroom
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GEORGIA MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION

MUNICIPAL TRAINING INSTITUTE
CERTIFICATE RECIPIENTS

Congratulations to the following city officials who 
have shown dedication to continuing education and 

lifelong learning.

Certifi cate of Dedication (276 Hours)
J. Clark Boddie, Palmetto
Elizabeth Carr-Hurst, Fairburn
Ollie Clemons, Jr., Austell
Bernita Lewis, Alma

Certifi cate of Distinction (204 Hours)
Peter L. Banks, Barnesville
Phil Boyum, Statesboro
Alvin Butts, Eatonton
Levern Clancy, Midway
Gary Crews, Dalton
Jerry Davis, Dublin
LaKeisha Gantt, Stockbridge
Alex Heath, III, Fairburn
Vivian Miller-Cody, Valdosta
Vicky Nelson, Hinesville
Tony Paulk, Douglas
David Reilly, St. Marys
R. Bayne Stone, Hazlehurst
Alan Towe, Adairsville

Certifi cate of Excellence (120 Hours)
Alonzo J. Allen, Fort Valley
Patti M. Garrett, Decatur
Nathan Gaskin, LaGrange
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Deana Holiday Ingraham, East Point
Stephe Koontz, Doraville
Linnea Miller, Suwanee
Mary Parham-Copelan, Milledgeville
James Whitmore, Fairburn

Certifi cate of Achievement (72 Hours)
Stephanie Almagno, Baldwin
Yolanda Barber, Stockbridge
Joshua J. Bare, Norcross
Eric Blair, Grovetown
Kelly Bomar, Ringgold
Travis Brooks, Donalsonville
Juli Clay, Gainesville
Frank Cobbs, Jr., Riverdale
Pamela Conner, Powder Springs
Kristi Cox, Richmond Hill
Linda J. Davis, Fairburn
Grayson Day, Jr., Kingsland
Peter Dillard, Moultrie
William Edwards, South Fulton
Janice L. Hall, Forsyth
Steven Hicks, Donalsonville
Richard Hoffman, Fayetteville
Reginald B. Jackson, Hogansville
Artie Jones, Jr., St. Marys
Howard Jordan, Ashburn
John Klimm, Rincon
Richard Lassiter, Jr., Garden City
Errol Mitchell, Hampton
Marvin Moore, Lula
Natalyn Morris, Garden City
Priscilla A. Murphy, Jefferson
Venterra Pollard, Camilla
Mike Rast, Hapeville
Bobby Redmon, Commerce
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Corey A. Reeves, South Fulton
James Riticher, Dunwoody
Flossie Smith, Donalsonville
JoAnne Taylor, Dahlonega
Paul Walton, Hull
Sylvia Washington, Bainbridge
Jason Ray Weaver, Screven
Linda Williams, St. Marys
Willie Roy Williams, Waynesboro
Thomas Wirth, Nahunta
Billy Yeomans, Cochran

Certifi cate of Recognition (42 Hours)
Bennett W. Adams, Pelham
Stephanie Almagno, Baldwin
Connie Alsobrook, Conyers
Alberta Anderson, Waynesboro
Jule Bady, Jr., Twin City
Yolanda Barber, Stockbridge
Amy Barrett, Hiawassee
Jim Bojo, Rome
Shawnette Bryant, Stone Mountain
Angelyne Butler, Forest Park
Jimmy Clanton, Jr., Stonecrest
Ricky L. Clark, Jr., Jonesboro
Juli Clay, Gainesville
Jazzmin Cobble, Stonecrest
Frank Cobbs, Jr., Riverdale
Blue Cole, Sharpsburg
Kristi Cox, Richmond Hill
Tracey Darby, Nicholls
David B. Edwards, Flemington
Alex Floyd, Richmond Hill
David Ford, Summerville
Santina Fryer, Baxley
Joseph Geierman, Doraville
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Andrew Gibbs, Valdosta
Shawn Gillen, Tybee Island
Jim Goodman, St. Marys
Jim Grier, Lula
Hank Griffeth, Milledgeville
Hector Gutierrez, Forest Park
Melanie Hammet, Pine Lake
Tim Harrison, Lakeland
Autron Hayes, Sylvester
Aaron C. Higgins, Pooler
David Hufstetler, Thomasville
Tom Hutcherson, Pooler
Kimberly James, Forest Park
Lisa James, St. Marys
Jimmy Johnson, Fitzgerald
Artie Jones, Jr., St. Marys
Ara Joyce, Clayton
Greg Judy, Fitzgerald Water, Light and Bond Commission
Randy Knighton, Stockbridge
Richard Lassiter, Jr., Garden City
Henry L. Lust, Powder Springs
Barbara Maefi eld, Nahunta
Rey Martinez, Loganville
Jonathan McCollar, Statesboro
Catherine S. McKnight, Augusta
Anne Mitchell, Hiawassee
Alex Mitchem, Auburn
Noelle Monferdini, Tucker
Natalyn Morris, Garden City
Richard L. Newbern, Cochran
Kelvin Owens, Camilla
Darren Owensby, Commerce
Jason Parker, Dalton
Mona Paulk, Ocilla
Hursula Pelote, Guyton
Laurence Pettiford, Suwanee
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Folsom Proctor, Jasper
Mary Quinn, Winterville
Corey A. Reeves, South Fulton
Karl Riles, Hinesville
Tommy Roberts, Fitzgerald
Cary Roth, Cartersville
Francine Scott, Augusta
Rod Shearouse, Locust Grove
Valyncia Smith, Conyers
Adam Thomas, Baxley
ChaQuias Miller Thornton, Stone Mountain
Courtney Umbehant, Lavonia
John Waller, Thomson
Marilyn Walton, Hull
Paul Walton, Hull
Sylvia Washington, Bainbridge
Bobby Williams, Augusta
Karen Williams, Pooler
Patricia Wisdom, Powder Springs
Billy Yeomans, Cochran
Tim B. Young, Hapeville

GMA 2020-2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Offi cers
President - Vince Williams, Mayor, Union City
First Vice President - Jim Thornton, Mayor, LaGrange
Second Vice President - Julie Smith, Mayor, Tifton
Third Vice President - Michelle Cooper Kelly,

Councilmember, Marietta

Active Past Presidents
William McIntosh, Mayor, Moultrie
Keith Brady, Mayor, Newnan
John Reid, Mayor, Eatonton
Linda Blechinger, Mayor, Auburn
Mike Bodker, Mayor, Johns Creek
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DIRECTORS AT LARGE

Michael Chidester, Mayor, Byron
Ollie Clemons, Mayor, Austell
Hardie Davis, Mayor, Augusta
Andrea Gibby, Mayor, Young Harris
Kelly Girtz, Mayor, Athens-Clarke County
Skip Henderson, Mayor, Columbus
Deana Holiday Ingraham, Mayor, East Point
Van R. Johnson, II, Mayor, Savannah
Felicia Moore, Council President, Atlanta
Kay Pippin, Mayor, Jackson
Matt Seale, Mayor, Ocilla
Keith Turman, Mayor Pro Tem, Royston
Randall Walker, Mayor, Perry
Mike Young, Mayor, McRae-Helena

DISTRICT OFFICERS
DISTRICT ONE
President - Kim Billue, Mayor, White
First Vice President - Jessica Payton, Commissioner,
 Cedartown

DISTRICT TWO
President - Liz Ordiales, Mayor, Hiawassee
First Vice President - JoAnne Taylor, Councilmember,
 Dahlonega

DISTRICT THREE
President Central - Dustin Hillis, Councilmember, Atlanta
President East - Patti M. Garrett, Mayor, Decatur
President North - Joe Lockwood, Mayor, Milton
President Northeast - Marc Cohen, Councilmember, Sugar
 Hill
President South - Sandra Vincent, Councilmember,
 McDonough
President Southwest - Tom Reed, Mayor, Chattahoochee
 Hills
President West - Albert Thurman, Mayor, Powder Springs
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DISTRICT FOUR
President - Clarence Bolden, Councilmember, Turin
First Vice President - John David Stallings, Mayor,
 Thomaston

DISTRICT FIVE
President - Jan B. Webster, Mayor, Nicholson
First Vice President - Rey Martinez, Mayor, Loganville

DISTRICT SIX
President - Shelly Berryhill, Commissioner, Hawkinsville
First Vice President - Mary Parham-Copelan, Mayor,
 Milledgeville

DISTRICT SEVEN
President - Chris McCorkle, Mayor, Warrenton
First Vice President - Roxanne Whitaker, Mayor, Harlem

DISTRICT EIGHT
President - Valery Davis, Mayor, Marshallville
First Vice President - Barry Blount, Mayor, Americus

DISTRICT NINE
President - Matt Donaldson, Mayor, Twin City
First Vice President - Jason Weaver, Mayor, Screven

DISTRICT TEN
President - James Eubanks, Mayor, Pelham
First Vice President - Judy Powell, Councilmember,
 Leesburg

DISTRICT ELEVEN
President - Vivian Miller-Cody, Councilmember, Valdosta
First Vice President - Barbara Maefi eld, Mayor, Nahunta

DISTRICT TWELVE
President - Hugh “Bubba” Hodge, Mayor, Darien
First Vice President - Jonathan McCollar, Mayor, Statesboro
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SECTION PRESIDENTS

Attorneys - Jessica O’Connor, City Manager/Staff Attorney,
 Griffi n
City Managers - Marcia Hampton, City Manager, Douglasville
Clerks and Finance Offi cers - Lisa Johnson, City Clerk,
 Fargo

GMEBS BOARD CHAIR
Danny Palmer, Councilmember, Camilla

POLICY COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Environment & Natural Resources - Steve Edwards, 
Mayor, Sugar Hill
Revenue & Finance - James E. Elliott, Jr., City Attorney,
 McDonough and Hawkinsville
Transportation - Cornell Harvey, Mayor, Brunswick
Community Development - Linnea Miller, Councilmember,
 Suwanee
Municipal Government - Bianca Motley Broom, Mayor,
 College Park
Public Safety - Fred P. Perriman, Mayor, Madison

MUNICIPAL TRAINING BOARD CHAIR
Phil Boyum, Councilmember, Statesboro

LEGISLATIVE POLICY COUNCIL
Jim Thornton, Mayor, LaGrange (Chair)
Steve Edwards, Mayor, Sugar Hill - Environment & Natural
 Resource Chair
James E. Elliott, Jr., City Attorney, McDonough and
 Hawkinsville - Revenue & Finance Chair
Cornell Harvey, Mayor, Brunswick - Transportation Chair
Linnea Miller, Councilmember, Suwanee - Community
 Development Chair
Bianca Motley Broom, Mayor, College Park - Municipal
 Government Chair
Fred P. Perriman, Mayor, Madison - Public Safety Chair
Shelly Berryhill, Commissioner, Hawkinsville
Linda Blechinger, Mayor, Auburn
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Keith Brady, Mayor, Newnan
James Burnette, Jr., Mayor, Suwanee
Betty Cason, Mayor, Carrollton
Ricky Clark, City Manager, Jonesboro
Seth Clark, Mayor Pro Tem, Macon-Bibb County
Lisa Clarke Hill, Councilmember, Moultrie
Wendy Davis, Commissioner, Rome
Lynn Deutsch, Mayor, Dunwoody
Tom Dickson, Mayor, Varnell
Matt Donaldson, Mayor, Twin City
Buddy Duke, Mayor, Adel
Anthony Ford, Mayor, Stockbridge
Joseph Geierman, Mayor, Doraville
Kelly Girtz, Mayor, Athens-Clarke County
Marcia Hampton, City Manager, Douglasville
Skip Henderson, Mayor, Columbus
Isaiah Hugley, City Manager, Columbus
Mike Jewell, Gas Director, Covington
Lisa Johnson, City Clerk, Fargo
Van R. Johnson, II, Mayor, Savannah
Michelle Cooper Kelly, Councilmember, Marietta
Felicia Moore, Council President, Atlanta
Rusty Paul, Mayor, Sandy Springs
Kay Pippin, Mayor, Jackson
Paul Radford, City Manager, Sugar Hill
Janie B. Reid, Councilmember, Eatonton
Matt Seale, Mayor, Ocilla
Julie B. Smith, Mayor, Tifton
JoAnne Taylor, Councilmember, Dahlonega
Howard Thrower, Mayor, Cairo
Kenneth L. Usry, Mayor, Thomson
Walter Vinson, Intergovernmental Affairs Manager, Atlanta
Randall Walker, Mayor, Perry
Jason Ray Weaver, Mayor, Screven
Donna Whitener, Mayor, Blue Ridge
Vince Williams, Mayor, Union City
Mike Young, Mayor, McRae-Helena
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GEORGIA MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION
FEDERAL POLICY COUNCIL 

Julie B. Smith, Mayor, Tifton (Chair)
Linda Blechinger, Mayor, Auburn
Mike Bodker, Mayor, Johns Creek
Keith Brady, Mayor, Newnan
Allen Brown, Mayor, Hinesville
William F. Bruton, Jr., City Manager, Marietta
James Burnette, Jr., Mayor, Suwanee
Seth Clark, Mayor Pro Tem, Macon-Bibb County
Lisa Clarke Hill, Councilmember, Moultrie
Matt Donaldson, Mayor, Twin City
Jamie Doss, Commissioner, Rome
Danny Dunagan, Mayor, Gainesville
James E. Elliott, Jr., City Attorney, McDonough and
 Hawkinsville
Vanessa Fleisch, Mayor, Peachtree City
Patti M. Garrett, Mayor, Decatur
Joseph Geierman, Mayor, Doraville
Cornell Harvey, Mayor, Brunswick
Brian Jones, Councilmember, Union City
Kelvin J. Kelkenberg, Councilmember, Duluth
Michelle Cooper Kelly, Councilmember, Marietta
Rey Martinez, Mayor, Loganville
Jonathan McCollar, Mayor, Statesboro
Felicia Moore, Council President, Atlanta
Annette Morman, Mayor, Baconton
Bianca Motley Broom, Mayor, College Park
Sam Norton, Mayor, Dahlonega
Rusty Paul, Mayor, Sandy Springs
Kay Pippin, Mayor, Jackson
Hattie Portis-Jones, Councilmember, Fairburn
Phil Sadd, Councilmember, Peachtree Corners
Joyce M. Sheperd, Councilmember, Atlanta
ChaQuias Miller Thornton, City Manager, Stone Mountain
Jim Thornton, Mayor, LaGrange
Rebecca Tydings, City Attorney, Centerville
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Kenneth L. Usry, Mayor, Thomson
Sandra Vincent, Councilmember, McDonough
Jason Ray Weaver, Mayor, Screven
Susan D. Wilkinson, Councilmember, Smyrna
Vince Williams, Mayor, Union City

MUNICIPAL TRAINING BOARD
District 1 Kenneth Carson, Mayor, Adairsville
District 2 Liz Ordiales, Mayor, Hiawassee
District 3 Marc Cohen, Councilmember, Sugar Hill
District 4 Douglas Hollberg, Mayor, Griffi n
District 5 Rey Martinez, Mayor, Loganville
District 6 Collinda J. Lee, Ph.D, Councilmember,
 Milledgeville (Vice Chair)
District 7 Catherine Smith McKnight, Commissioner,
 Augusta 
District 8 Charles Ivey, Councilmember, Montezuma
District 9 Chyrileen B. Kilcrease, Councilmember, Metter 
District 10 James Eubanks, Mayor, Pelham
District 11 Julie Smith, Mayor, Tifton
District 12 Phil Boyum, Councilmember, Statesboro (Chair)

At Large Post 1 Linda J. Davis, Councilmember, Fairburn
At Large Post 2 Tiffany Walraven, Councilmember,
 Pembroke
At Large Post 3 Jonathan Sumner, City Manager, Hahira 

UGA Carl Vinson Institute of Government
 Mara Shaw, Associate Director
Georgia Department of Community Affairs
 Corinne Thornton, Offi ce Director, Regional Services
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GEORGIA MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES BENEFIT SYSTEM (GMEBS), 

GMA WORKERS’ COMPENSATION SELF-INSURANCE FUND 
(WCSIF) AND THE GEORGIA INTERLOCAL RISK MANAGEMENT 

AGENCY (GIRMA) BOARD OF TRUSTEES

W.D. “Danny” Palmer, Councilmember, Camilla (Chair)
Rebecca Tydings, City Attorney, Centerville (Vice-Chair)
Shelly Berryhill, Commissioner, Hawkinsville
Linda Blechinger, Mayor, Auburn
Ron Feldner, City Manager, Garden City
Marcia Hampton, City Manager, Douglasville
Meg Kelsey, City Manager, LaGrange
Sam Norton, Mayor, Dahlonega
David Nunn, City Manager, Madison
James Palmer, Mayor, Calhoun
John Reid, Mayor, Eatonton
Kenneth Usry, Mayor, Thomson
Clemontine Washington, Mayor Pro Tem, Midway
Donna Whitener, Mayor, Blue Ridge
Vince Williams, Mayor, Union City

GMA Executive Director Larry Hanson serves as Secretary/
 Treasurer of the board.

EQUITY AND INCLUSION COMMISSION
Hardie Davis, Mayor, Augusta (Co-chair)
Jim Thornton, Mayor, LaGrange (Co-chair)
Linda Blechinger, Mayor, Auburn
Bianca Motley Broom, Mayor, College Park
Carmen Chubb, Mayor’s Chief of Staff, Atlanta
Amir Farokhi, Councilmember, Atlanta
Anthony Ford, Mayor, Stockbridge
Patti Garrett, Mayor, Decatur
Andrea Gibby, Mayor, Young Harris
Kelly Girtz, Mayor, Athens-Clarke County
Cornell Harvey, Mayor, Brunswick
Lisa Clarke Hill, Councilmember, Moultrie
Doug Hollberg, Mayor, Griffi n
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Isaiah Hugley, City Manager, Columbus
Michael-Angelo James, Mayor, Waycross
Cam Jordan, Deputy Administrator, Fitzgerald
Michelle Cooper Kelly, Councilmember, Marietta
Liz Ordiales, Mayor, Hiawassee
John Reid, Mayor, Eatonton
Matt Seale, Mayor, Ocilla
Julie Smith, Mayor, Tifton
Al Thurman, Mayor, Powder Springs
Dr. Clemontine Washington, Mayor Pro Tem, Midway
Mike Young, Mayor, McRae-Helena

MEMBER SERVICES ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Michelle Cooper Kelly, Councilmember, Marietta (Chair)
Chris Addleton, City Manager, Cairo
Telina Allred, City Clerk, Byron
Mark Barber, City Manager, Valdosta
Michael Bowens, City Administrator, Vienna
Terry Branch, Mayor, Claxton
Ricky Clark, City Manager, Jonesboro
Tina Coleman, City Clerk, Moultrie
Kristi Cox, Mayor Pro Tem, Richmond Hill
Lisa Goodwin, Deputy City Manager, Columbus
Hank Griffeth, City Manager, Milledgeville
Jonathan Herschell, City Manager, Hartwell
Perry Hicks, City Manager, Bremen
Edward J. Johnson, Jr., Mayor, Fayetteville
Paula Martin, City Clerk, Americus
Tonya Miller, City Manager, Waycross
Craig Newton, Mayor, Norcross
Nick Overstreet, City Manager, Vidalia
Kelvin Owens, Mayor, Camilla
Tammi Saddler Jones, City Manager, South Fulton
Richard T. Sapp, City Administrator, Louisville
Gerald Smith, Jr., Councilmember, Dublin
ChaQuias Miller Thornton, City Manager, Stone Mountain
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Jim Triplett, Finance Director, Carrollton
Kenneth L. Turner, Mayor, Gordon
Paul Walton, Mayor, Hull
Fredda O. Wheeler, City Clerk, Toccoa
Roxanne Whitaker, Mayor, Harlem
Barbara B. Williams, Mayor, Fort Valley
Hawnethia Williams, Councilmember, Covington
Kathy A. Young, Deputy Administrator, Fitzgerald
Samantha Young, City Manager, Woodbine

MUNICIPAL WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
ADVISORY COUNCIL

Matt Seale, Mayor, Ocilla (Chair)
Teaa Alston-Bing, Human Resources Director, Douglasville
Emily Beeman, Human Resources Director, Tifton
Ed Boyd, Mayor, Metter
Lolita Brown, Human Resources Manager, Winder
Betty Cason, Mayor, Carrollton
Sonja Fillingame, City Manager, Union City
Tate Fowler, Organizational Development Trainer, Athens-
 Clarke County
Edward Guzman, City Manager, Cedartown
Richard Hardy, Assistant City Manager, Valdosta
Chris Hobby, City Manager, Bainbridge
Isaiah Hugley, City Manager, Columbus 
Chad Jones, Fire Chief, South Fulton
Regina McDuffi e, City Manager, Brunswick
Keith Moffett, County Manager, Macon-Bibb County
Janet Moon, Police Chief, Peachtree City
Billy Morse, City Manager, Toccoa
Karen Norred, City Clerk, Holly Springs
Brian Thompson, Utilities/Telecom Director, Monroe
Trevor Welcher, Recreation & Leisure Services Director,
 Thomson-McDuffi e County
Cindy West, Director of Finance, Statesboro
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LIFETIME SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS 2020-2021

The Lifetime Service Award recognizes elected offi cials, city 
managers, city clerks and city attorneys who, upon leaving 
offi ce or retiring, had completed 35 or more years of service. 
Any individual meeting this criteria and being nominated by 
their city will receive the award. 

Ronnie Dixon, former Mayor and Councilmember, Vidalia
  (42 years) (posthumously)
Sara Lumpkin, former City Clerk, Hinesville (38 years)
Rudolph Smith, former City Manager, Alapaha and Norcross
 (38 years)
Gail Hammock, former City Clerk, Thomaston (42 years)
Kenny Smith, former City Manager, Griffi n (38 years)
Janie Henderson, former City Clerk, Helen & Cornelia
 (39 years)

UPCOMING TRAINING EVENTS

September 28-October 1
Robert E. Knox, Jr. Municipal Leadership Institute 

Great Wolf Lodge, LaGrange

October 28-29
Fall Training Event

Classic Center, Athens
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2021 ANNUAL CONVENTION • AUGUST 6-10 

2021
EXHIBIT HALL

Join the conversation
#gacities
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615 A1 Signs, Inc.
Since its inception, A1 Signs has been a leader in Atlanta’s sign 
industry, evolving, growing, and innovating to bring clients the 
best in custom design, fabrication and installation services. 
Founded in 1977 as A1 Budget One Hour Sign Shop, this family-
oriented business is in our 45th year of operation, and we’ve 
come a long way from the hand-painted sign days. A1 Signs 
has the team, the tools, and the knowledge to successfully 
create a signage experience that enhances business, creates 
curb appeal, and helps our customers tell their story.
Website: www.a1signs.com

419 ABM Building Solutions, LLC
ABM is a leading provider of Facility Solutions. ABM’s 
comprehensive capabilities include facilities engineering, enery 
solutions, HVAC, electrical, provided through stand-alone or 
integrated solutions.
Website: www.abm.com

408 Aetna/CVS Health
Aetna/CVS Health offers healthcare benefi ts coverage and 
resources to help members make better informed decisions 
about their healthcare. Aetna offers medical, pharmacy, 
Medicare, dental, vision, EAP, behavioral health and First 
Responder plans, including management reporting capabilities. 
For more information, visit www.aetna.com and explore how 
Aetna is helping to build a healthier world.
Website: www.aetna.com

301 Albion General Contractors, Inc.
A full service commercial General Contractor that is a premier 
provider of Construction Management, Design/Build, and 
Construction services 
Website: www.albiongc.com

702 Allied Powers
Our product employs the latest in Electric Muscle Stimulation 
technology. With a fully rechargeable lithium battery, our 
devices are portable and easy to use.
Website: http://eMP10.com
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643 Altumint, Inc.
Altumint, Inc.  brings AI to automated traffi c law enforcement, 
traffi c monitoring, and forensic investigations, with ProATETM: 
automated detection and processing of violations, ProAVRTM: 
real-time vehicle recognition with alerts, and ProAPDTM: 
automated person behavior analysis with multi-feature person 
detection and multi-camera tracking, to your jurisdiction, full-
service from equipment installation to cloud-based operations.
Website: www.altumint.ai/

625 American Engineers, Inc.
AEI has earned a reputation as the go-to site design fi rm 
among municipalities, public agencies, utilities, and private 
developers. AEI has a 38-year history of providing the most 
commonly requested services for infrastructure improvement 
projects including site/civil, transportation, structural, 
geotechnical, and environmental engineering; surveying; 
and construction phase services. AEI provides planning and 
design for roadways; parking and site circulation; utilities 
including water, sewer, and drainage; stormwater management; 
and cost-effective site grading. These services are further 
complemented by their knowledge of regulatory agency 
requirements, permitting procedures, and an ability to expedite 
projects on time and on budget. 
Website: www.aei.cc/

712 American Public Works Association - Georgia
 Chapter
The American Public Works Association Georgia Chapter exists 
to develop and support the people, agencies, and organizations 
that plan, build, maintain and improve our communities 
through public works and infrastructure. 
Website: http://georgia.apwa.net/

520 American Tank Maintenance, LLC
American Tank Maintenance is a premium service provider for 
water storage tank maintenance.
Website: www.americantankmaintenance.com

821 Amwaste
Residential, Recycling and Commercial Garbage service 
Website: www.amwaste.net
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431 Applied Information, Inc.
Smart City applications including connected vehicles, fi re/
emergency preemption, transit priority and school zone fl asher 
programming, all through the GLANCE cloud software and 
TravelSafely smartphone app. 

639 Arista Consulting Group
Employee Benefi ts and Retirement Brokerage Firm
Website: www.aristacg.com 

808 ArrowStar LLC
We are a specialty chemical manufacturer supplying products to 
the carpet industry and lubricants for fi ber extrusion and yarn 
processing; and lubricants for wire drawing and tire mounting, 
as well as custom manufacturing.
Website: www.arrowstarusa.com

806 Atlas Technical Consultants
Headquartered in Austin, Texas, Atlas is a leading provider of 
Environmental (ENV), Testing, Inspection & Certifi cation (TIC), 
Engineering & Design (E&D), and Program, Construction, 
and Quality Management (PCQM) services. Under the name 
Atlas Technical Consultants, we offer solutions to public and 
private sector clients in the transportation, commercial, 
water, government, education, and industrial markets. With 
approximately 3,500 employees and a nationwide footprint, 
Atlas provides a broad range of mission-critical technical 
services, helping clients test, inspect, certify, plan, design, and 
manage a wide variety of projects across diverse end markets. 
For more information, go to https://www.oneatlas.com. 
Website: www.oneatlas.com. 

738 ATMAX Equipment Company
MowerMax Boom Mower-- Purpose Built for Roadside Mowing 
Website: www.mowermax.com

418 Avenu Insights & Analytics, Inc.
Avenu Insights & Analytics works closely with local offi cials to 
help cities, towns, and counties of all sizes gain the untapped 
revenue and budget insights to achieve more. Our full range of 
solutions streamlines  the process of identifying noncompliance, 
securing lost revenue, and supporting day-to-day operations. 
Led by Avenu’s experienced analysts, and backed by our 
performance-based fee model, it’s a simple — and safe — 
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way to get the big picture of revenue potential. Compliance 
Auditing: Identify and address patterns of noncompliance. 
Our experts provide comprehensive auditing tailored to your 
jurisdiction, with services across a broad spectrum of taxes and 
fees. Learn more about Avenu by visiting AvenuInsights.com or 
contact us at succeed@avenuinsights.com.
Website: www.avenuinsights.com/

921 Barge Design Solutions, Inc.
Barge Design Solutions, Inc., is an engineering and architecture 
fi rm with diverse in-house multidisciplinary practice areas. The 
employee-owned company is 400-plus people strong and serves 
clients nationwide from multiple U.S. locations. Barge is ranked 
No. 171 on Engineering News-Records (ENR) 2021 Top 500 
Design Firms list, is No. 229 on Architectural Records Top 300 
Architecture Firms, and is a certifi ed Great Place To Work®. 
Website: www.bargedesign.com

401 Bates, Carter & Co., LLP
Bates Carter & Company is a full service public accounting fi rm 
specializing in audit and consulting services for local city and 
county governments. 
Website: http://www.batescarter.com

813 Belgard
Belgard is the manufacturer of innovative pavers and retaining 
walls. Our uncompromising level of quality and craftsmanship 
sets the standard for hardscapes. And our remarkably natural 
look and feel is unrivaled in the industry. At Belgard, we set the 
standard for landscape design and innovation.
Website: belgard.com

439 Blount Construction Company, Inc.
Employee-owned construction company performing turn key 
packages in full depth reclamation, base and soil stabilization 
and pavement preservation throughout the Southeast. 
Website: Blountconstruction.com

719 Blue Line Solutions
Blue Line’s purpose is fi rst and foremost to reduce the number 
of lives lost on roadways.  Our program provides a complete 
approach to reduce speeding with public information, education 
and enforcement.
Website: bluelinesolutions.org
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725 BM&K Construction & Engineering
BM&K is a multi-disciplined engineering, consulting, and general 
contracting fi rm headquartered in Braselton, Georgia. We offer 
a diverse spectrum of professional services in engineering, 
construction management, land acquisition, program 
management, and licensed general contracting. 
Website: www.bmandk.com

403 BS&A Software
BS&A Software provides a tightly integrated system of 
software products designed specifi cally for municipalities that 
demand leading-edge, feature-rich solutions at a value price. 
We are driven to excellence in all areas of our business by 
focusing 100% of our efforts on solving customers’ problems, 
creating deep and lasting customer relationships through 
unparalleled customer care, and tenaciously pursuing continued 
improvement in our software through innovation and customer 
feedback.
Website: bsasoftware.com

6 Border Equipment
Border Equipment is the supplier of Case heavy equipment 
machines as well as parts and services. Border Equipment also 
carries NPK hydraulic Hammers, Peterson grinders, chippers, 
wear parts as well as aerial work platforms. All available for 
rental and sales including new or preowned.
Website: https://www.borderequipment.com/

824 BuyBoard Purchasing Cooperative
BuyBoard was created to support and serve municipalities, 
counties, public schools and all types of local government 
agencies and nonprofi ts and help them comply with state 
laws that require governmental entities to make purchases 
from an approved list of vendors who have gone through a 
competitive procurement process. The BuyBoard combines 
local governments’ purchase power, providing members big 
and small the leverage needed to achieve better pricing on 
products, equipment, and services they use every day. 
Website: www.buyboard.com/home.aspx

518 Carter & Sloope
Carter & Sloope, Inc. is a civil engineering consulting fi rm 
specializing in water and sanitary sewer systems, storm 
drainage, road work and site design. 
Website: http://www.cartersloope.com/
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105 Carter Watkins Associates Architects, Inc.
Carter Watkins Associates Architects, Inc. has provided 
attractive, cost-effective architectural solutions to Georgia 
cities for twenty-eight years.  The fi rm believes in hard work 
and offers hands-on, affordable services to our clients from the 
beginning of the project until well after it has been completed.  
The fi rm’s two partners are the company’s contacts and they 
attend all meetings and manage all projects to maintain quality.  
The fi rm has extraordinary experience with Grants and CDBG 
projects and has successfully awarded cities’ applications.  
Website: www.carterwatkins.com

619 CentralSquare Technologies
CentralSquare is an industry leader in public safety and public 
administration software, serving over 8,000 organizations from 
the largest metropolitan city to counties and towns of every 
size across North America. Its technology platform provides 
solutions for public safety, including 911, computer-aided 
dispatch, records management, mobile, citations, evidence 
management and corrections. CentralSquare provides software 
for fi nance, payroll, citizen engagement, asset management, 
regulatory compliance, and community development for public 
administration agencies. CentralSquare’s broad, unifi ed and 
agile software suite serves three in four citizens across North 
America.
Website: httpwww.centralsquare.com

803, 902 Charles Abbott Associates, Inc. (CAA)
Charles Abbott Associates, Inc. (CAA) has been a national 
contract service provider to state and local government 
agencies since 1984.  Our expertise and local presence 
allow us to provide your city with the best value for plan 
reviews, building permits, and inspections, as well as code 
enforcement, city engineering, public works, environmental, 
and fi re prevention.  Visit our booth and learn why more and 
more Georgia municipalities turn to CAA for their building and 
safety needs! 
Website: www.caa.inc
506 Cherry Street Energy
Cherry Street Energy powers cities, businesses and institutions 
with reliable, renewable energy. We build and operate next-
generation energy infrastructure and sell power directly to 
large-scale customers. 
Website: cherrystreetenergy.com
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202 ClearWater Solutions, LLC
ClearWater Solutions, LLC provides contract management, 
operations, and maintenance services for public works, water 
and wastewater treatment, distribution, collection, and solid 
waste facilities. We customize our services to meet our client’s 
short and long-term needs, partnering with private companies, 
municipalities, county governments, and utility boards 
throughout the Southeastern United States to provide effi cient 
solutions cost-effectively. 
Website: www.clearwatersol.com

618 CMI Limited Co.
CMI is the leading manufacturer and fabricator of engineered 
products providing solutions for marine walls, fl ood-
levee protection, water control, chemical containment, 
soil stabilization, groundwater cut-off, aluminum bridges, 
gangways, docks and industrial access applications.
We are driven to enable access and protection of shorelines 
and waterways while leading advancements in soil stabilization 
for all types of land and water use through our commitment to 
innovation. We strive to provide a lower total cost of ownership 
using alternative and sustainable materials to address an 
evolving climate and approaches to land use.
Website: www.cmilc.com

839 Comcast Business
Comcast Business has the largest IP network in the nation, 
critical to serving the short- and long-term goals of small-mid 
size enterprises.  Technology solutions range from fast, reliable 
Ethernet and Internet connectivity to voice, video, and Managed 
Solutions that design, build, implement and manage customer 
networks. Powered by an advanced, Gig-ready network and 
backed by 24/7 technical support, Comcast Business is proud to 
serve over 2.1M business customers across the country.
Website: https://your-local-solution.com/

724 Comprehensive Program Services, Inc. (CPS)
CPS is a full-service program and project management 
company that represents Owners in managing capital projects, 
including new construction, renovations, and parks and 
recreation projects. Our involvement stems from initial project 
planning and feasibility studies through procurement, design, 
construction, and closeout. We specialize in the representation 
of municipalities, managing programs for several cities in the 
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State of Georgia. CPS also managed the construction of the 
Georgia Municipal Association’s new headquarters project. 
Our clients trust us to defi ne their vision as well as help them 
realize it. We provide unique solutions to aggressively manage 
the elements of cost, schedule and quality to achieve the 
maximum value for each dollar. Quite simply, our job is to make 
yours easier.
Website: http://cps-atlanta.com/

600 Consolidated Pipe & Supply
Consolidated Pipe & Supply proudly serves municipal water, 
sewer systems and natural gas systems. CPS is proud to 
represent Master Meter Water Meters and the full line of Master 
Meter Advanced AMR and AMI Meter Reading Systems. CPS 
is your distributor of Mueller fi re hydrants, valves and water/
gas service materials. CPS is your source for Ductile Iron, PVC 
and HDPE pipe and fi ttings. CPS has locations in Lawrenceville, 
Acworth, Covington, Macon, Savannah, Waycross, Albany and 
Columbus.
Website: www.consolidatedpipe.com

819 Council for Quality Growth
The Council for Quality Growth is a 28-year-old trade 
association representing the growth and development industry 
to promote balanced and responsible growth in metro Atlanta 
and Georgia. We bring the development community and 
policymakers together. We focus on long-range community 
planning, encouraging adequate government services, 
catalyzing consensus on growth issues, and discussing 
responsible development.  The Council delivers this mission 
through the platforms of Advocacy, Education and Information. 
We work with thousands of elected offi cials, administrators and 
staff across metro Atlanta’s more than 80 local governments 
plus state agencies and legislative and executive leadership. 
Website: www.councilforqualitygrowth.org

900 CPL
Founded in 1975, CPL is a 450-person multi-disciplined 
architecture, engineering and planning fi rm offering inspiring 
design services and enriching communities in 19 offi ces 
across fi ve states. CPL specializes in Municipal, Transportation, 
Healthcare, and Academic sectors, providing architectural, 
interior design, civil engineering, structural engineering, 
planning, landscape architecture and 3D design services to a 
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host of public and private clients. Our purpose is to take on 
highly complex projects and deliver innovative, sustainable 
solutions by leveraging our experience, creative teams, and 
progressive thinking so that we can make a meaningful 
difference in the communities we serve. 
Website: www.cplteam.com

500 Crews & Associates
Crews & Associates Inc. is a trusted fi nancial partner for 
Georgia municipalities. As a regional broker-dealer, our team 
specializes in the origination and distribution of fi xed-income 
products, including municipal bonds, capital leases and other 
types of credit facilities. We have managed the structuring 
and distribution of tax-exempt and taxable bonds for our 
governmental and nonprofi t clients for more than 40 years. 
Website: www.crewsfs.com

606 CROFT & Associates
CROFT & Associates (CROFT), founded in 2004, is a full-service 
architecture and engineering fi rm committed to service for our 
clients. The team at CROFT strives wholeheartedly in “serving 
beyond architecture.” This service attitude is at the core of 
our culture with service to our clients, service to our people 
and service in our community. Our history of providing great 
service to our clients is predominantly what sets us apart in our 
industry. We are a solutions provider – solutions that provide 
the best value to fi t our client’s needs.
Website: www.croftae.com

727 CROY
Croy is a 120-person Georgia-based consulting fi rm with offi ces 
across the Southeast. Croy offers a diverse range of services to 
local and municipal clients, including aviation, transportation, 
traffi c, utilities, surveying, land/right-of-way acquisition, 
landscape architecture, construction administration, planning 
and program management. 
Website: https://www.croyengineering.com/

627 David Belle Isle for Secretary of State
David Belle Isle is seeking the offi ce of Georgia’s Secretary 
of State to create an irresistible home state with unmatched 
opportunity - a role ideally suited to a mayor’s heart. 
Website: www.davidbelleisle.com
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331  ECOVASIVE INFECTION CONTROL
ECOVASIVE provides disinfection, deodorization, and 
decontamination services and products for buildings, vehicles, 
and fi refi ghting equipment.  Based in Perry, Georgia, we have 
completed more than 10,000 odor and infection control projects 
since our founding in 2016.
Website: www.ECOVASIVE.com

707 Edmunds GovTech
Edmunds GovTech has local government software and service 
provider with over 45 years in the industry. We currently serve 
more than 1,900 local government agencies throughout the 
country. 
Website: https://www.edmundsgovtech.com/

526 Electric Cities of Georgia
Electric Cities of Georgia (ECG) is a nonprofi t organization 
serving 52 public power members in Georgia. ECG provides 
strategic and technical services to our members to maximize 
the performance of their utilities and, to a greater extent, 
create thriving communities with economic prosperity and 
opportunity.
Website: www.ecoga.org

807 EMC Engineering Services, Inc.
EMC Engineering Services, Inc. is a multi-disciplined consulting 
engineering fi rm providing services throughout the United 
States.  With ten offi ces throughout the Southeast, EMC is 
strategically located to provide local planning, surveying, 
engineering, landscape architecture, and construction phase 
services.  Mission Statement: Fostering relationships through 
client-centered engineering and surveying solutions. 
Website: https://www.emc-eng.com/

737 Engineering Management, Inc.
EMI also provides full-service water and wastewater plant 
operations as well as ongoing stream and watershed monitoring 
services.  The company also maintains the latest in water 
sampling and analysis equipment. EMI’s professionals have 
a combined experience of over 150 years in general civil and 
environmental engineering.  
Website: www.eminc.biz
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208 Enterprise Fleet Management
Helping cities do more with less by acquiring new vehicles and 
operating under budget.  The free analysis provided to all GMA 
members by Enterprise helps cities form a sustainable plan to 
reduce vehicle costs.
Website: www.efl eets.com

502 ENVIRONMENTAL CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
(ECA)
ENVIRONMENTAL CORPORATION OF AMERICA (ECA) is an 
environmental, ecological, geotechnical, and cultural resources 
consulting fi rm serving public and private sector clients 
throughout the United States. Founded in 1989, ECA has 
successfully completed thousands of projects across the United 
States. ECA is well known within the industry for providing 
accurate technical reports, rapid service, and solution-oriented 
results.
Website: www.eca-usa.com

912 EOM
EOM is an independently-owned operation, engineering, 
underground solutions, and industrial services fi rm focused on 
maintenance management. 
Website: www.eomworx.com

700 ESG Operations, Inc.
With close to 1000 employees and 25 offi ces across the 
Southeast, ESG Operations, Inc. is one of the nation’s fastest-
growing full-service utility operations and public works 
management companies. ESG provides innovative solutions 
to a wide range of environmental and infrastructure projects. 
Our clients include local municipalities, government agencies, 
and corporate and business entities. We partner with clients to 
provide state-of-the-art services that impact the quality of life 
for the citizens, communities and entities we proudly serve. 
Since 2011, ESG has been recognized by Engineering News-
Record (ENR) as one of the nation’s “Top 200 Environmental 
Firms.” ESG is proudly 100% American-owned and operated, 
with corporate headquarters located in Macon, Georgia. 
Website: www.esginc.net 

809 Falcon Design Consultants
Falcon Design Consultants is a full-service civil design fi rm 
specializing in civil engineering, landscape architecture, 
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construction administration, surveying and planning.  Falcon 
Design is headquartered in Stockbridge, Georgia and with 
additional offi ces in Cumming and Newnan to serve you. 
The team at Falcon Design provides engineering services 
to municipalities, public and private development entities, 
architects, home builders, city, county, state and federal 
agencies, land developers and more. 
Website: www.fdc-llc.com

10 Fireline, Inc.
Founded in 1994, FireLine, Inc. is a family-owned and operated 
fi re, rescue and safety equipment distributor.   FireLine, Inc. 
offers a wide range of products from fl ashlights to fi re trucks. 
We are the authorized REV GROUP Sales and Service Center for 
E-ONE and KME Fire Apparatus in Georgia. 
Website: www.fi relineinc.com

621 First Billing/Paya
First Billing Services is a unique one-stop-shop providing 
end-to-end billing and payments solutions for utilities and 
municipalities, designed to help organizations increase account 
service, retention, and revenues while reducing expenses. 
Website: www.fi rstbilling.com

425 Foresite Group, LLC
Foresite Group  is a multidisciplinary engineering, planning, 
design, and consulting fi rm providing collaborative services to 
public and private sector clients nationwide.
Website: http://www.foresitegroup.net/

201 Fortiline Waterworks
Fortiline Waterworks is one of the largest distributors of 
underground water, sewer and storm utility products in the 
United States. Founded in 1997, Fortiline distributes more than 
75,000 SKUs to a diverse base of more than 4,000 contractor, 
developer and municipal customers through a network of more 
than 50 branches across the U.S. 
Website: www.fortiline.com

426 Fortinet
Fortinet (NASDAQ: FTNT) secures the largest enterprise, 
service provider, and government organizations around the 
world. Fortinet empowers its customers with intelligent, 
seamless protection across the expanding attack surface and 
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the power to take on ever-increasing performance requirements 
of the borderless networktoday and into the future. Only 
the Fortinet Security Fabric architecture can deliver security 
without compromise to address the most critical security 
challenges, whether in networked, application, cloud, or 
mobile environments. Fortinet ranks number one in the most 
security appliances shipped worldwide and more than 500,000 
customers trust Fortinet to protect their businesses.
Website: https://www.fortinet.com/

406 Garbutt Construction Company
Garbutt Construction Company was established in Dublin, 
Georgia in 1976. Utilizing Lean Construction methodologies, 
Garbutt Construction Company provides professional design-
build and construction management services for numerous 
municipalities across the state.
Website: www.garbuttconstruction.com

904 Georgia Airports Association (GAA)
GAA’s mission is to provide, develop, and expand a safe and 
effi cient airports system to meet the future economic growth 
of Georgia through the implementation of the State Aviation 
System Plan. 
Website: www.georgiaairports.org

437 Georgia Association of Chiefs of Police
State of Georgia Law Enforcement Certifi cation Program 
Website: www.gachiefs.com

318 Georgia Association of Fire Chiefs
The Georgia Association of Fire Chiefs is the advocacy 
association for fi re service. Comprised of leaders in the 
industry, the Association strives to promote safety throughout 
all aspects of the fi re service and represent Georgia’s public 
servants. 
Website: www.gafc.org

541 Georgia Association of Regional Commission
The Georgia Association of Regional Commissions (GARC), 
through its members, provides planning, economic 
development, workforce development and aging services to 
local governments throughout the state. 
Website: www.garc.ga.gov
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424 Georgia City-County Management Association
The Georgia City-County Management Association (GCCMA) 
is a professional group comprised of appointed managers/
administrators serving cities, counties, regional councils and 
other local government in the State of Georgia. GCCMA focuses 
on providing educational and professional resources as well as 
networking opportunities to a diverse membership.
Website: www.gccma.com

832 Georgia Food Bank Association
The Georgia Food Bank Association is comprised of seven 
regional food banks that collectively distribute more than 170 
million pounds of food each year to Georgians facing hunger 
through a network of more than 2,000 local pantries. Together 
we lead a statewide fi ght to end hunger in Georgia.
Website: www.georgiafoodbankassociation.org

524 Georgia Community Action Association, Inc.
GCAA member agencies provide services that assist low-
income families with assistance in achieving self-suffi ciency and 
economic security. 
Website: http://www.georgiacaa.org/gcaa_map.htm

413, 415 Georgia Department of Community Affairs
Georgia Department of Community Affairs prides itself on 
helping local governments spur private job creation, develop 
downtown business districts, generate affordable housing 
solutions, implement comprehensive plans, and promote 
volunteerism. Our mission is to help build strong, vibrant 
communities. 
Website: www.dca.ga.gov

608 Georgia Department of Transportation-LTAP
LTAP, Local Technical Assistance Program, provides free 
technical training, information, and assistance designed to 
bridge the gap between federal, state, and local transportation 
professionals, emphasizing city and county needs. 
Website: http://www.dot.ga.gov/PS/Local/LTAP

530 The Georgia Downtown Association
The Georgia Downtown Association (GDA) is a non-profi t 
association that promotes the economic redevelopment of 
Georgia’s traditional downtowns. Through advocacy, education 
and marketing, GDA works to focus the public’s attention on 
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the value of downtown. GDA is an independent association 
that supports both public and private sector efforts targeted at 
enhancing Georgia’s downtowns.
GDA has a number of programs that are designed to increase 
the opportunities for networking and multiply the talents of its 
members. Membership in the Georgia Downtown Association 
includes cities, downtown development authorities, businesses, 
professionals and other individuals interested in downtown. 
The Georgia Downtown Association also annually sponsors the 
Georgia Downtown Conference.

539 Georgia Environmental Finance Authority
Founded in 1985, GEFA facilitates programs that conserve 
and protect Georgia’s energy, land, and water resources. 
GEFA provides loans for water, wastewater, and solid waste 
infrastructure; manages energy effi ciency and renewable 
energy programs; administers land conservation loans; and 
manages and monitors state-owned fuel storage tanks.  To 
date, GEFA has provided more than $4.6 billion in low-interest 
loans to cities, counties, and infrastructure authorities for 
improvements to water, wastewater, and solid waste systems. 
GEFA has funded more than 1,600 projects to date, including 
solid waste management projects and land conservation 
purchases and easements. 
Website:  gefa.georgia.gov

918 & 920 Georgia Municipal Association
Stop by for information on a wide range of association 
programs and service that can help your city operate more 
effectively and effi ciently, save money, generate revenue and 
enhance your residents’ quality of life.
Website: www.gacities.com

544 Georgia Municipal Golf Advisory Board
The Georgia Municipal Golf Advisory Board (GMGAB) is a board 
of fellow public golf professionals and enthusiasts who have 
a desire to promote the game of golf at our more than 60 
public golf courses across Georgia. GMGAB strives to provide 
affordable golf opportunities to the public at various locations 
around Georgia with a focus on improving the quality of life 
in their communities that they serve. For more information, 
contact our GMA staff liaison, Terrell Jacobs, at tjacobs@
gacities.com.
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319 Georgia Public Library Service
GPLS is the state agency under the Board of Regents/University 
System of Georgia that provides state and federal level support, 
advocacy, training, programming, and funding to the 60 public 
library systems containing 410 libraries, empowering them to 
improve their lives all Georgians. 
Website: georgialibraries.org

543 Georgia Recreation and Park Association
Support and Promotion of Recreation and Park Agencies within 
the state of Georgia while encouraging Healthy Lifestyles for 
our citizens 
Website: https://grpa.org

733 Georgia Safe Sidewalks
We help cities manage their sidewalk inventory and help keep 
sidewalks in compliance with ADA. We have a reputation 
unmatched in the state of Georgia. 
Website: www.gasafesidewalks.com
830 Georgia Transmission Corporation
Georgia Transmission is the link between the state’s energy 
generators and local electric membership cooperatives (EMCs), 
providing reliable, affordable power to communities across 
Georgia. We work to ensure electric power is always available 
at the fl ip of a switch. Georgia Transmission Corporation plans, 
builds and maintains more than 3,000 miles of transmission 
lines and more than 750 substations across the state. 
Website: www.gatrans.com

519 GFL Environmental
GFL is a solid waste and recycling collection company. We 
believe in going above and beyond expectations, providing 
a level of service that allows for each and every one of our 
customers to get the highest quality of collection available. 
Website: www.gfl env.com

325 GMA Gas Section
The GMA Gas Section’s purpose is to coordinate activities and 
assist municipal natural gas systems in providing effi cient, safe 
and economical service to their consumers. 
Website: www.gmagassection.org

100 Goodwyn, Mills and Cawood
Goodwyn, Mills and Cawood (GMC) is one of the largest multi-
disciplined architecture and engineering fi rms in the region 
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with offi ces across the Southeast. Our fi rm has grown from the 
original municipal civil engineering fi rm of 1947 into the multi-
disciplined fi rm it is today. GMC provides all of the professional 
services associated with architecture, interior design, 
civil, geotechnical, electrical, structural and environmental 
engineering, landscape architecture, transportation, airport 
planning, master planning, surveying, and construction 
administration.
Website: https://www.gmcnetwork.com/

542 GovDeals, Inc.
GovDeals, Inc. provides online auction services to governmental 
agencies to sell their surplus items online.  From furniture to 
real estate, automobiles to airplanes, GovDeals can put your 
assets in front of the right bidders to maximize your return, all 
while leaving the assets in your control and with in completely 
transparent auctions for your comfort - and that of your 
constituents.
Website: www.govdeals.com

922 Granicus Marketing
Granicus connects governments with the people they serve by 
providing the fi rst and only civic engagement platform for the 
public sector. Over 5,500 federal, state and local government 
agencies and more than 250 million citizen subscribers power 
an unmatched Subscriber Network that turns government 
missions into quantifi able results. With comprehensive cloud-
based solutions for communications, government website 
design, meeting and agenda management software, records 
management, and digital services, Granicus empowers stronger 
relationships between government and residents across the 
U.S., U.K., Australia, New Zealand, and Canada. By simplifying 
interactions with residents, while disseminating critical 
information, Granicus brings governments closer to the people.
Website: www.granicus.com

4B, 4A Grasshopper Company
The Grasshopper Company manufactures zero-turn riding 
mowers and grounds maintenance implements, including snow 
removal equipment, grasscatchers, debris removal equipment, 
aerators, edgers, sprayers and other year-round productivity 
solutions.
Website: www.grasshoppermower.com
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430, 432 Great Southern Recreation
We design, sell and build commercial playgrounds, splash pads, 
site amenities, pavilions and sunshades.
Website: www.greatsouthernrec.com

731 H2O Innovation
From our founding more than 20 years ago, innovation is what 
has driven the organization. H2O Innovation is a complete 
water solutions company focused on providing best-in-class 
technologies and services to our customers. Our activities 
rely on three pillars: i) Water Technologies & Services (WTS) 
applies membrane technologies and engineering expertise to 
deliver equipment and services to municipal and industrial 
water, wastewater, and water reuse customers, ii) Specialty 
Products (S.P.) is a set of businesses that manufacture and 
supply a complete line of specialty chemicals, consumables and 
engineered products for the global water treatment industry, 
and iii) Operations & Maintenance (O&M) provides contract 
operations and associated services for water and wastewater 
treatment systems. Through innovation, we strive to simplify 
water. 
Website: https://www.h2oinnovation.com/

513 Hogan Construction Group, LLC
Founded in 1998 by Mr. Paul Hogan, Hogan Construction Group, 
LLC provides general contracting, construction management 
and design-build services for clients throughout the southeast. 
Website: www.hoganconstructiongroup.com

503 Hussey Gay Bell
ENR Top 500 & Top Southeast Design Firm Hussey Gay Bell 
caters to seven core markets - commercial and residential, 
education, government, healthcare, industrial, transportation 
and water - by offering a fully integrated range of engineering 
disciplines including civil, water/wastewater, transportation, 
natural gas, environmental and structural in addition to 
architecture, interiors, landscape architecture and surveying. 
Founded in 1958, Hussey Gay Bell services its clientele from 
six locations throughout the region, including Savannah, 
Statesboro, Atlanta, Georgia; Charleston and Columbia, 
South Carolina; and Nashville, Tennessee. To learn more 
about HUSSEY GAY BELL, please visit our website at www.
husseygaybell.com. 
Website: www.husseygaybell.com
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414, 315, 313, 412  Hustler Turf Equipment
Commercial Turf Equipment 
Website: hustlerturf.com

818 Illuminating Design Inc.
Holiday and Event Lighting.  Infl atable movie screen rentals. 
Website: www.illuminating-design.com

409 Ingram & Associates Consulting Engineers, LLC
We are a consulting engineering company specializing in water 
collection and treatment, wastewater collection and treatment, 
storm drainage and paving projects. 
Website: www.ingrameng.com

532 IUC
IUC provides customer service and dispatching services for 
electric, gas, water & waste water, public works and telephone, 
internet and cable throughout the southeast.  IUC customizes 
our services to fi t the needs of our cities, regardless of their 
size. 

400 Jacobs
At Jacobs, we’re challenging today to reinvent tomorrow 
by solving the world’s most critical problems for thriving 
cities, resilient environments, mission-critical outcomes, 
operational advancement, scientifi c discovery and cutting-
edge manufacturing, turning abstract ideas into realities that 
transform the world for good. With a talent force of over 
55,000, Jacobs provides a full spectrum of professional services, 
including consulting, technical, scientifi c and project delivery for 
the government and private sector. 
Website:  https://www.jacobs.com/

103 JMA Architecture, Inc.
JMA Architecture provides professional design services-
architecture,  interior design and planning.
Website: www.jmaarch.net

243 Johnson Controls
At Johnson Controls, we help transform communities by 
empowering you to be more productive, more effi cient, and 
more capable. From one light to one room, to one building, to 
one city, to one world: we make it possible and we make it work. 
Developing environments that are safe, sustainable, and smart 
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starts with updating and leveraging existing infrastructure. We 
have the industry’s most comprehensive portfolio to upgrade 
equipment, controls, and systems while delivering cutting-edge 
innovations.
Website: https://www.johnsoncontrols.com/services-
and-support/optimization-and-retrofi t-solutions/
performance-infrastructure

618 Johnson-Laux Construction
Johnson-Laux Construction is a Georgia EZIQC statewide 
approved general contractor.  We are experts in the Job Order 
Contracting delivery method which is available for all Georgia 
municipalities and entities to utilize for their construction and 
maintenance projects. The Johnson-Laux Construction and 
Georgia EZIQC statewide contract will save you time and money 
on your construction projects.    

613 Keck & Wood, Inc.
Keck & Wood Engineering is a consulting fi rm providing 
transportation, traffi c, water resources, natural gas 
engineering; landscape architecture; urban redevelopment; site 
design; and land surveying for state and local governments, 
utility authorities, public institutions, and private developers. 
Website: https://www.keckwood.com/

302 KorKat
In just a few short years, KorKat has grown to be one of the 
largest distributors in the country of commercial recreation 
equipment. Supported by 15 sales reps and four full-time 
installation crews,
we provide much more than the successful distribution for 
customers like you. 
Website: www.korkat.com

501 Lead Edge Design Group, Inc
Lead Edge Design Group, Inc. provides consulting engineering 
leadership and expertise in developing community airports 
and surrounding opportunity zones from grants through 
construction. Lead Edge Design was founded to support General 
Aviation and community airports specifi cally.  
Website: www.leadedgedesign.com

212 LGRMS
Local Government Risk Management Services is the risk 
management organization formed by the Georgia Municipal 
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Association and the Association County Commissioners of 
Georgia. Our organization is responsible for risk assessments 
and training. The driving simulator program was started in 
2001 and initially targeted member law enforcement agencies 
to reduce the risk of law enforcement driving issues. Since that 
time, we have trained 10,000 law enforcement offi cers and 
have also included fi re, EMS and other emergency responders 
in the state of Georgia. Our training program includes 
classroom training in conjunction with an emergency vehicle 
simulator to deliver training on such issues as compliance with 
Georgia law, vehicle dynamics, maintenance, due regard for the 
public, and safely arriving at the scene. This training is offered 
at no charge to members of GMA or ACCG Property and Liability 
and/or Workers Compensation Insurance programs.
Website: www.LGRMS.com

221, 320 Mason Tractor Co.
Mason Tractor Co. is your Georgia Authorized Bandit Dealer. 
We are your source for Bandit Equipment, plus new and 
used tractors, zero-turn mowers, construction, and forestry 
equipment in Blue Ridge, Cumming, Hiawassee, McDonough, 
Norcross, and Villa Rica. 
Website: MasonTractor.com

609 Mauldin & Jenkins
Mauldin & Jenkins, LLC believes that by working together with 
our clients, we can accomplish anything! Whether we provide 
high-quality tax, assurance, or advisory services that help 
each client achieve their goals and measure their results, or 
provide cutting-edge insights and techniques to help them grow 
and thrive in an ever-increasing, challenging, and competitive 
economic landscape, we can make a difference! 
Website: https://www.mjcpa.com/

815 McKinstry
For over 60 years, McKinstry has developed, designed, and 
delivered innovative energy projects across the United States. 
Over the last decade alone, McKinstry performed more than $2 
billion of energy and design-build contracts that reduced energy 
and water consumption, integrated renewable energy and 
storage technologies and systems, and decreased operational 
costs for our clients. 
Website: https://www.mckinstry.com/
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421 MSI Benefi ts Group
We are an employee benefi ts consulting and brokerage fi rm 
located in Kennesaw, Georgia, serving local government 
clients throughout Georgia. Since 1983, based on extensive 
industry knowledge and technical/regulatory expertise, we 
have provided strategic advice and services to government 
employers enabling them to deploy a robust employee benefi ts 
program that supports the constant need to recruit, retain and 
motivate top-quality employees while adhering to fi nancial 
constraints and objectives. 
Website: msibg.com

528 Municipal Gas Authority of Georgia
The Municipal Gas Authority of Georgia is the largest joint-
action natural gas agency in the U.S., serving 79 public natural 
gas systems. Its Members collectively serve over 80 billion 
cubic feet of natural gas annually to approximately 250,000 
consumers. 
Website: www.gasauthority.com

603 Municode
For over 70 years, Municode has worked with over 4,300 
municipalities, creating solutions to connect local governments 
with their communities. Codifi cation Services, Meeting & 
Agenda Management, Website Design & Hosting, Self-Publishing 
Software, Policy & Procedures Software, and Document Archival 
Tool can work independently or together as The Circle of 
Governance. 
Website: www.municode.com

507 New Line Skateparks
New Line Skateparks is an internationally renowned full-service 
municipal skatepark design and construction team.  As industry 
pioneers with over 350 highly recognized projects and 18-plus 
years of concrete skatepark development experience, we offer 
a signature brand of design-build expertise focused on creating 
integrated skatepark environments that create a meaningful 
connection between youth and the communities in which they 
live.
Website: www.newlineskateparks.com

728 New South Construction Company
New South Construction is an established, Atlanta-based 
construction management fi rm with primary markets in 
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Municipal/Local Government, Education, Sports, Housing 
(Multi-Family, Student Housing, Senior Housing), Aviation, and 
Criminal Justice.
Website: www.newsouthconstruction.com

638 NXTsoft
NXTsoft is the market leader in secure, comprehensive, 
and complete workfl ow API connectivity, connecting fi ntech 
companies to banks and credit unions throughout the United 
States. NXTsofts other solutions include data security, data 
analytics, data management and data migration. NXTsofts 
products and services help businesses secure, connect and 
optimize their data to maximize revenue opportunities, enhance 
profi tability, and mitigate cybersecurity risk. 
Website: https://www.nxtsoft.com/

446 Pac-Mac
Complete line of Refuse Equipment including rear loader 
garbage trucks, grapple trucks, roll-off trucks, and leaf-vac 
trucks. 

434 & 436 Parker Young Construction | A RESCON
  Company
Parker Young Construction | A RESCON Company is a premier 
disaster repair and recovery construction fi rm. The company 
has built a stealthy portfolio serving commercial, residential, 
government, educational, healthcare, senior living and 
hospitality properties. Encompassing an entire in-house team, 
ranging from HVAC specialist to interior designers, Parker Young 
Construction | A RESCON Company’s reputation has shown a 
proven track record for quality and customer satisfaction.
Website: https://www.parkeryoung.com/

433 Penn Credit Corporation
Penn Credit is a leading provider of accounts receivable 
management services to municipalities throughout Georgia and 
the United States. We use the highest standards to customize 
collection solutions for our clients, resulting in an unsurpassed 
reputation for successful recovery efforts and customer 
satisfaction. Full details regarding our services through the 
Georgia Municipal Association can be found here:  https://www.
gacities.com/What-We-Do/Service/Revenue-Opportunities/
Debt-Collection-Service-en.aspx 
Website: www.penncredit.com
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602 Perdue Brandon Fielder Collins & Mott Attorneys
 at Law
Our fi rm works on the  Collection of Court fi nes and fees. 
Website: PBFCM.com

545 Perimeter Offi ce Products
State of Georgia Offi ce Supply Company selling Offi ce, 
Furniture, Janitorial, PPE, Coffee, Stamps, Print & Copy 
and Promotional Items.  We are a one-stop shopping arena 
supported by a Local Team of Excellence.  Please view us on 
www.perimeterop.com or contact Kevin Hill or Scot Bates at 
770-689-1900. 
Website: www.perimeterop.com

200 Permeapure
Electrostatic Spraying for  Sanitizing and Disinfecting all 
surfaces in all commercial spaces to include :  offi ce, classroom, 
showroom, warehouse, production line, retail, restaurant, 
theater, home and vehicle with the purpose of eliminating all 
communicable viruses to include but not limited to the Flu, 
MRSA, HIV and COVID-19.  We use only USDA/EPA approved 
class IV non-toxic “Green” solutions during treatment and are 
not harmful to people, animals, or equipment.

718 PIM CS LLC
Precision Infrastructure Management (PIM) focuses on helping 
local public agencies perform ADA Self-Assessments, creating 
their ADA Transition Plans, and developing implementation 
plans. PIM has experience helping over 100 Municipalities, 
Counties, and Parks& Rec Departments manage their 
compliance with ADA Title II requirements and developing 
sidewalk asset management plans. 
Website: www.precisioninfrastructuremgmt.com
444 Place Services, Inc
Founded in 2006 and based in Canton, GA. We are a Design-
Build general contractor specializing in Job Order Contracting 
(JOC) utilizing the Sourcewell State Contract for construction 
services. In-House multiple trades allow us to be more 
responsive and provide a complete package of services to our 
clients. Our design-build team has worked together for several 
years and has completed many successful projects together. 
No matter your needs, PSI has a talented team of professionals 
that can tackle any challenge, anytime, anywhere. 
Website: www.placeservicesgc.com
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706 PlaySouth Playground Creators
PlaySouth Playground Creators. We provide and install quality 
playground equipment and related products for your parks.
Website: www.playsouth.net

547 Playworx Playsets LLC - Little Tikes Commercial
 Play Structures
Little Tikes Commercial play equipment sales and installation to 
include surfacing and shades and park amenities. 
Website: www.playworx.com

814 Pond & Company
Our vision is to enrich our communities quality of life through 
innovative, holistic, and cost-effective solutions. 
Website: https://www.pondco.com/

701 Precision Planning, Inc.
Precision Planning, Inc. is a multi-disciplined design fi rm based 
in Lawrenceville, Georgia, with a 30-year history of successful 
county and city projects. In-house capabilities include 
Architecture; LEED Project Management; Civil, Transportation 
and Structural Engineering; Water Resources Engineering; 
Landscape Architecture; Interior Design; Land and City 
Planning; Land Surveying; and Grant Administration.
Website:  www.ppi.us

631 Radarsign, LLC
Radarsign offers radar speed signs in A.C., solar, and portable 
battery-powered models. Flashing school zone beacon systems 
are also available with our radar speed signs.  Access the signs 
via Wi-Fi or Cloud service.  100% MUTCD-compliant. Certifi ed 
Quality System ISO 9001:2015.  Proudly engineered and 
manufactured in the USA. 
Website: www.radarsign.com

637, 736 Reeves Young
Founded in 1952, Reeves Young is a fully integrated 
construction company made up of four business units: 
Commercial, Water Resources, Industrial, and Heavy Civil. Each 
group stands independent as their respective scopes of work 
are different, however each group’s ability to perform at a high 
level is bolstered by the experience and expertise of the others.  
Reeves Young’s approach to each project is built by relationship 
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which means everything they build  from 30 feet below the 
ground to 30 fl oors above it  is about people. With a team of 
more than 400 employees and offi ces in Atlanta, Nashville, and 
Greenville, Reeves Young is positioned to deliver a diversity of 
building services to clients throughout the Southeast.
Website: www.reevesyoung.com

514 Republic Services
Republic Services provides non-hazardous solid waste 
collection, transfer station, disposal, recycling and 
environmental services in the United States and Puerto Rico. 
Website: www.republicservices.com

601 Rindt-McDuff Associates, Inc.
Since 1980 RMA has partnered with Georgia cities to provide 
professional engineering services. The service sectors typically 
include Water, Wastewater, Stormwater, Roadway/Drainage, 
Sidewalks, Trails and Parks. RMA has signifi cant experience with 
loan and grant programs available to Georgia municipalities. 
Website: www.rindt.com

509 Roberts Civil Engineering
Roberts Civil Engineering offers a wide range of engineering, 
consulting, and maintenance services.  In addition, we have 
assembled the best collection of professionals in the area, 
and the solutions we provide range far beyond our standard 
services. If you need a service that you do not see listed, we 
will help you with one of our elite partner companies.  Your 
success is our mission and unique services are often vital to a 
project’s outcome. 
Website: robertscivilengineering.com

407 Rushton
Rushton is a full service CPA fi rm specializing in audit and 
consulting services for local governments, agencies and 
authorities.

5 Rush Truck Center of Ga
We can meet your parts, service, sales and body shop needs for 
International trucks, Isuzu Trucks, and Hino trucks.
Website: www.rushtruckcenters.com/locations/location-
search/1902-atlanta
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515, 614 Ryland Environmental
Solid Waste and recycling company 
Website: https://www.rylandenvironmental.us

512 SAFEbuilt
SAFEbuilt is a community development services company. It is 
a leading outsourced building and professional services provider 
that improves fl exibility, minimizes disruptions, and increases 
speed to revenue for more than 1,500 communities nationwide. 
Offering professional services and support options, SAFEbuilt 
helps communities achieve their growth goals while meeting 
their budget needs. 
Website: www.safebuilt.com

906 Schnabel Engineering, LLC
Schnabel is a nationally recognized engineering fi rm with 23 
offi ces nationwide providing engineering services for dams and 
levees, tunnels, and geotechnical engineering for all types of 
infrastructure. 
Website: https://www.schnabel-eng.com/

938 Schneider Electric
Schneider Electric provides integrated, performance-based 
solutions that enable our municipal clients to address their 
infrastructure renewal needs, demonstrate fi scal stewardship, 
and better align their operations with their public service 
mission. 
Website: www.se-enable.com

801 Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger
Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger 
Website: www.sos.ga.gov

508 Sensys Gatso USA
Sensys Gatso offers automated traffi c enforcement solutions, 
including red light, speed and school zone safety enforcement 
programs complete with processing, mailing and payment 
fulfi llment services. 
Website: www.sensysgatso.com

300 Southeast Cement Promotion Association
Southeast Cement Promotion Association supports promotional 
and educational programs for cement-based construction 
solutions for highways, roads, and city streets. 
Website: www.secement.org
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708 Southern Tire Mart, LLC
Southern Tire Mart provides commercial tires in various sizes 
(Pursuit, Passenger/Light Truck, Medium Truck and OTR), tier 
services, and retreading on Georgia contracts. 
Website: www.stmtires.com

720 Spatial Engineering, Inc.
RightSpot GIS Services, Support, and Hosting. 
Website: https://rightspot.spateng.com

726 SSOE | Stevens & Wilkinson
Stevens & Wilkinson (S&W) is a 102-year-old architecture, 
engineering, and interior design fi rm with offi ces in Atlanta, 
Georgia, and Columbia, South Carolina. S&W specializes in 
judicial and municipal, historical renovations, healthcare, and 
education design, among others. In late 2020, we combined our 
fi rm with SSOE. S&W’s strong Southeast U.S. presence coupled 
with SSOE’s decades of experience delivering projects in the 
region to clients in the industrial, education, healthcare, and 
commercial industries, expanded our local presence, market 
capabilities, and portfolio of both fi rms. Together, we have 
formed an integrated business unit with S&W leadership at the 
helm. Our combined fi rms will utilize our architectural subject 
matter expertise, allowing us to take on larger projects and 
those desiring a forward-thinking design aesthetic. 
Website: www.stevens-wilkinson.com

629 Strongside Solutions
STRONGSIDE Insurance Brokerage PLUS is a privately held 
Georgia-based healthcare consulting company with over 20 
years of proven-results expertise.  Specializing in Human 
Capital Management and Healthcare Cost Containment, 
STRONGSIDE analyzes, designs, and implements holistic 
benefi ts programs that yield better performance with greater 
effi ciencies.
Website: www.strongsidePlus.com

709 SUEZ Advanced Solutions
SUEZ Advanced Solutions, headquartered in Atlanta, GA, is 
a fully integrated professional service and contracting fi rm 
dedicated to providing sustainable products and services for 
potable water distribution systems and sewage collection 
systems. In addition to our signature asset maintenance 
programs, we supply innovative technologies and smart asset 
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management tools that help municipal and industrial water 
utilities optimize their operations. Our team of experienced 
community-based water consultants and technical experts leads 
the industry with a strong reputation for safety, quality work, 
and dependability. 
Website: www.suez-na.com

700 Sweeping Corporation of America
Sweeping Corporation of America (SCA) is the largest 
professional self-performing power sweeping and jetvac service 
company in the United States. Being the industry leader, we 
offer over 50 strategic locations, covering 20 states, over 1,200 
professional employees, and an 800 plus+ unit truck fl eet. 
SCA is committed to providing Departments of Transportation, 
municipalities, and businesses with environmental solutions 
that reduce stormwater and air pollution. Our expansive service 
footprint, fl exibility and experience, as well as our focus on 
safety and technology, positions SCA to be the premier choice 
for all your power sweeping and jetvac requirements. Our 
satisfi ed customers count on SCA to power sweep parking lots, 
streets, highways, and construction, industrial, and special 
event sites. 
Website: www.sweepingcorp.com

536 Synergistic Software Integrated (SSI)
Innovative, Targeted and Simplifi ed.  The InterOp Public Safety 
Suite from SSI brings agencies the technology they need to 
keep our communities safe.  With over 300 agencies across 
the state of Georgia alone, SSI is a leading provider of Records 
Management Software, Jail Management Software, Prison 
Management Software, Mobile Field Reporting with E-citations, 
Auto Vehicle Location Mapping, Next Gen 911 Software as well 
as fi xed and mobile License Plate Reader technology.   No other 
public safety software provider services Georgia like SSI!   Ask 
us about our Unifi ed Public Solution from i3 Verticals featuring:  
Permitting, Finance, Utility Billing, Tax, Court and more!
Website: www.getssi.com

924 T&R Electric Supply Co
The Transformer People” We buy, sell, rent and repair 
distribution and power transformers, along with medium and 
high voltage switchgear.  We also have full-service oil testing 
capabilities. 
Website: http://www.trelectric.com/
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620 Taylor Benefi t Resource
Third-Party Administrator 
Website: www.tbrtpa.com

841 Taylor English Decisions, LLC
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
SERVICES The economic development practice of Taylor 
English Decisions emphasizes bringing practical, real-world 
executable strategies to helping municipalities, counties, and 
the private sector achieve economic growth. Our professional 
services include: City Formation; Annexation Analysis; 
Financial Analysis; Shared Services; Planning and Zoning; 
Zoning Administration and Code Development; Comprehensive 
Planning; Corridor Studies; CID Formation and Management; 
CDBG Grant Writing and Funding Initiatives; Bond Issuance-
Property Purchase; Ordinance Development; Public-Private 
Partnership; Feasibility Analysis; Entitlement Assistance; 
Enforcement Solutions  Regulatory Assistance; Expert Witness 
Website: www.tedecisions.com

826 Televic Conference
Televic Conference manufactures the most innovative systems 
for moderated meetings. Its complete range of conference 
solutions simplifi es decision-making by improving the meeting 
experience. With crystal-clear sound, pristine video, and a 
clear focus, meetings become more effi cient. From the largest 
international institutions to city government, Televic Conference 
drives successful meetings, worldwide.
Website: https://municipalities.televic-conference.com/us

847 The Brick Industry Association
The Brick Industry Association (BIA) is the national trade 
association representing distributors and manufacturers of 
clay brick and suppliers of related products and services. BIA 
provides a broad range of programs and services that fulfi ll its 
mission of promoting and safeguarding the clay brick industry. 
BIA promotes the industry through education programs like 
online training classes; market research including production, 
shipment and other data; publications such as Technical Notes 
on Brick Construction, Brick in Architecture and Builder Notes; 
and promotional programs such as public relations, advertising 
and a national architectural awards competition. BIA safeguards 
the industry through comprehensive advocacy and compliance 
efforts at the federal and state levels; representation in all 
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model building code forums and national standards committees; 
and local advocacy programs that educate local planning and 
elected offi cials about clay brick. 
Website: http://www.gobrick.com

612 The Collaborative Firm, LLC
The Collaborative Firm provides various services to its clients, 
including Comprehensive Planning, Local Planning Studies, 
Program Management, Public Involvement and Visioning.
Website: www.tcfatl.com

607 ThePublicInformationApp.com
Custom mobile app development for municipalities and public 
safety agencies. 
Website: https://thepublicinformationapp.com

538 T-Mobile
T-Mobile has an exclusive benefi t for state/local government 
employees’ personal phones to take advantage of TODAY, called 
Work Perks.  There is no contract to sign or formal obligation - 
all we will need is your consent to send promotional discounts to 
you to forward to your employees.  Best of all, there is no cost 
for this benefi t as our goal is to ensure employees are aware of 
the benefi ts available to them for their personal phones.  Most 
times, they aren’t even aware this program exists or how to take 
advantage of it.  We do the heavy lifting - T-Mobile provides a 
customized list of materials to explain these offers and savings.  
In addition, you have Dedicated Account Managers to work with 
you to bring this exclusive benefi t to your workplace.  T-Mobile 
has America’s largest, fastest and now most reliable 5G network. 
Website: https://t-mo.co/2X0E4ZM

521 TSW
TSW is a full-service planning, architecture, and landscape 
architecture design fi rm with offi ces in Atlanta, Georgia, and 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. With approximately 35 full-time employees, 
our small offi ce size allows our principals to be hands-on in 
every aspect of a project and allows for more multidisciplinary 
collaboration. 
Website: www.tsw-design.com

713 UGA Carl Vinson Institute of Government
The Carl Vinson Institute of Government is a UGA Public 
Service and Outreach unit that offers training and technical 
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assistance and conducts applied research to help local and state 
governments operate effi ciently and effectively and provide 
improved service to the public.
Website: https://cviog.uga.edu/

4 Universal Concepts
Commercial Holiday Displays, Lights, Banners.  Sales and Turn-
Key Services since 1980. 
Website: www.christmasdecorandmore.com

834 USDA Rural Development
R.D. helps rural areas develop and grow by offering Federal 
assistance that improves the quality of life. R.D. targets 
communities in need and then empowers them with fi nancial 
and technical resources. 
Website: https://www.rd.usda.gov/ga

800 VC3, Inc.
Since 1994, VC3 has been on the leading edge of Information 
Technology, providing a full range of I.T. solutions and services 
to local government organizations. As the trusted technology 
partner for over 340 municipalities, municipal leagues, and 
regional development organizations across the U.S., VC3 can 
leverage its expertise to ensure your organization utilizes 
technology to serve your citizens better. 
Website: www.VC3.com

633 Vortex Aquatic Structures International
With more than 8,000 installations in 50 countries, in public, 
commercial and entertainment settings, Vortex Aquatic 
Structures International Inc. is the world leader in aquatic play 
landscapes and entertainment. Vortex International provides 
imaginative, durable aquatic play and water feature solutions 
that create everlasting memories. Our ongoing mission is to 
develop fun, safe and reliable products for families and children 
of all ages and abilities. 
Website:  www.vortex-intl.com

907 Wade Ford, Inc.
State of Georgia Automotive Contract supplier for Ford 
Motor Company vehicles.  Our Service, Parts and Body 
Shop Departments are ready to handle your “after the sale” 
needs.  We also offer fully equipped vehicles for Police, First 
Responders, Public Works, and most any other department 
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needs your Municipality may have. 
Website:  www.wadeford.com

106 Wastebuilt/Georgia
Wastebuilt Environmental Solutions is a leader in Municipal 
Public Works Equipment. We are a full service company 
(Equipment, Parts & Service) who represents TYMCO Sweepers, 
Super Products Vacuum Trucks, AMREP Refuse Products, Toter 
Curbside Carts, Wastequip/Pioneer Tarps, Galbreath Roll-Off 
Hoist, Palfi nger Knucklebooms.
Website: www.wm.com

735 Waste Management
Waste Management, Inc. is North America’s leading provider 
of integrated environmental solutions.  We partner with our 
customers and communities to manage and recycle waste from 
collection to disposal while recycling valuable resources and 
creating clean renewable energy. 
Website:  www.wm.com

715 Waste Pro
Waste Pro is one of the fastest-growing, privately-owned 
solid waste companies, serving nine states and two million 
customers with commercial and residential solid waste and 
recycling collection, processing, and disposal services from 
more than 75 locations. 
Website:  www.wasteprousa.com

812 Winter Construction Company
Privately owned and operated, Winter Construction is 
based in Atlanta, Georgia. Ranked as one of the ENR Top 
400 Contractors in the United States, Winter provides a 
comprehensive range of commercial construction services to 
the hospitality, retail, government, higher education, K-12, 
student housing, aviation, religious, healthcare, industrial, 
multi-family, recreation, and historic restoration market sectors 
throughout the Southeastern and Mid-Atlantic regions. 
Website:  www.winter-construction.com

732 Wood
Wood is a global leader in consulting and engineering across the 
energy and the built environment
Website:  www.woodplc.com
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730 Yancey Bros. Co.
Since 1914, Yancey employees have proudly served our 
customers in Construction, Roadbuilding, Mining, Aggregates, 
Forestry, Manufacturing, Transportation, Landscaping, 
Governmental and Agricultural communities by providing them 
with quality products and services.  From our earliest days 
to the present, Yancey has strived to offer our customers the 
highest level of products and services available. We remain 
committed to learning more about our customers and their 
business, offering equipment and support to keep up with their 
changing needs. 
Website: https://www.yanceybros.com/
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We show businesses why their future 

is brighter in Georgia.

New jobs have a powerful effect. Every factory or tech firm that opens its doors makes surrounding 
communities that much stronger. That’s why Georgia Power works hard to bring new businesses here, creating 
over 134,000 new jobs in the last 10 years alone. And showing people across our state more possibilities 
than ever before. To see how we’re generating opportunity, visit GeorgiaPower.com/growth.

©2017 Georgia Power. All rights reserved.
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