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Chamblee Self-Driving Shuttle
What?
Self-driving shuttles are fully 
autonomous vehicles that carry between 
8-16 people and typically operate at top 
speeds of 25 mph.  They are ideally 
suited for first/last mile solutions on 
quiet, lower speed streets and can 
operate in mixed traffic.
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Why?
1. Marketing
2. Increased Mobility
3. Sustainability
4. Parking Demand

City of Chamblee Comprehensive Plan, 2016
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Chamblee Self-Driving Shuttle

Source: weburbanist.com

From the Chamblee 
UDO:

“Parking structures 
shall be constructed 

with a level base 
and with flat floor 

plates on every 
above-ground level.”
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Why Chamblee?
1. Millennials
2. Density
3. Housing Type
4. Diversity
5. Connectivity
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How?
April 9, 2018: Chamblee Self-Driving Shuttle Feasibility Study 
and Concept Plan

Fall 2018/Spring 2019: “Georgia Smart Communities Challenge” 
Self-Driving Shuttle Operations Plan
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Feasibility Study & Concept Plan 

Seven Routes were evaluated during the study



Chamblee Self-Driving Shuttle
Feasibility Study & Concept Plan 

Highest-Ranked Routes:

• Peachtree Station
• Third Rail/Assembly
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Highest-Ranked Routes:
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Cost?
Costs are constantly changing due to rapidly changing 
technology and vehicle manufacturing/operator environments.

EST $1 million to $1.5 million per year

Feasibility Study & Concept Plan 



Chamblee Self-Driving Shuttle
Georgia Smart Communities Challenge

Chamblee is one of four communities in Georgia selected for the 
Georgia Tech Smart Communities Challenge.

Purpose: Bring together industry and public agencies to help local 
governments implement smart development.
Chamblee’s Partners: MARTA; City of Doraville; Assembly CID and 
Stantec.
Research Partner: Ellen Dunham-Jones, Georgia Tech



Chamblee Self-Driving Shuttle
Georgia Smart Communities Challenge

Study Includes the Following Components:
• Impact Study related to sprawl, equity, safety and public health 

(Georgia Tech);
• Study related to funding models, regulatory impacts & “unknown 

unknowns” of SAVs (Georgia Tech);
• Operations Plan (City/Stantec);
• Preliminary Engineering (City/Stantec);
• Best-Practices Manual (City/Stantec).



Chamblee Self-Driving Shuttle
Georgia Smart Communities Challenge

Operations Plan
• Final Alignment;
• Priority Treatment;
• Schedule;
• Number of Vehicles;
• Storage and Charging;
• Infrastructure Needs;
• Cost Estimates.
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Next Steps?
• Complete 

Operations Plan
• Investigate 

Funding Sources



Chamblee Self-Driving Shuttle
Concepts
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