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TRENDS IN URBAN DESIGN 

WHO WE ARE

WHERE 
WE 
WORK
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DESIGN?
WHAT IS

“Creation of a 
plan for the 

construction of 
an object before 

it is built.”

DESIGN 
IS…
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people
DESIGN IS  FOR

VISUAL COMMUNICATION
DESIGNERS USE

WHICH MAY INCLUDE :  

• DRAWINGS
• RENDERINGS
• MAPS
• MODELS

• CONCEPTUAL SKETCHES
• 3D ANIMATION
• INFO-GRAPHICS
• PHOTOGRAPHS

• The whole point of design is to make life better for people – easier, 
more beautiful, more efficient, and more fun

• Design Sells –cities who invest in design attract new businesses and 
residents, improve their economies and quality of life

• Design makes a place memorable and fun = Placemaking

• Design helps you brand your city and set it apart in a competitive 
market 

• Design is a tool for solving problems for groups of people from every 
socio‐economic background (i.e. food deserts, transportation and 
connectivity issues, wayfinding, flooding issues, greening, improves 
mental well‐being)

• Design makes communities more resilient

WHY DESIGN MATTERS
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URBAN DESIGN & PLANNING ISN’T NEW

•The Greek philosopher 
Hippodamus (5th century BC) is 
regarded as the first town 
planner and 'inventor' of the 
orthogonal urban layout. 
•Aristotle called him “The Father 
of City Planning.”

The grid system is definitely the most efficient way to layout 
a city. A regular street grid brings many advantages:

Predictable and regular lot shapes and sizes; easy to build and rebuild
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Easy navigation, especially for those new to the city 

Redundancy: if one street is blocked, traffic can easily 
reroute to the next street over) 

Flexibility: it's easy to add or subtract a length of street in the 
existing grid without affecting the overall organization
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Given a random start and end point, an evenly-distributed grid is the most efficient layout to get you 
from point A to B. If you had a 'hypotenuse' street providing a straight path for every conceivable A-
to-B trip, there would be streets everywhere and no room for anything else! This map shows the 
difference in travel efficiency between a grid and non-grid layout.

Some city grids 
do have major 
boulevards at 
angles cutting 
through the grid, 
which are useful in 
providing that 
'hypotenuse' 
shortcut for 
especially well-
traveled routes. 
Manhattan's 
Broadway is a 
great example of 
this:

DOTS & BOXES
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JANE JACOBS: URBAN DESIGN PIONEER
• A citizen-activist and writer with no 

formal training, Jane Jacobs is widely 
considered the “grandmother” of 
modern urban design

• Jacobs moved to Greenwich Village in 
1935 and was fascinated by the city’s 
active and chaotic street life 

• Witnessing how urban renewal was 
killing neighborhoods, Jacobs became a 
vocal critic of prominent midcentury 
planners and architects

• Jacobs’ observations became the 
foundation for her 1961 book Death 
and Life of Great American Cities –
probably the most influential work on 
what makes cities work
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JANE JACOBS: URBAN DESIGN PIONEER
Death and Life Takeaways: 

• Rigid separation of uses is antithetical to vibrant 
neighborhood life 

• Separating uses leads to social isolation and 
decline

• Jacobs coined “eyes on the street” to describe 
how safe, active neighborhoods are those with 
plenty of pedestrian activity and a mix of uses 

Great places include: 
• A mix of uses – Residential, commercial, 

institutional, etc. all together 
• Short blocks and “pedestrian permeability”
• A mix building age and condition 
• Sidewalks- the wider the better 
• Dense collection of buildings and activity 

Washington Square Park at the center of Jacobs’ Greenwich Village neighborhood embodied many 
of her notions of what makes and active and vibrant city 
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The inner ring represents a place’s key attributes, the middle ring its intangible qualities, 
and the outer ring its measurable data
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TWO 70’ SIDEWALKS, TEN ~9’ TRAVEL LANES, TOTAL WIDTH: 230’



6/6/2022

11

14 TRAVEL LANES, TOTAL WIDTH: 227’

GREAT AMERICAN CITIES
By Travel and Leisure

5. Nashville
4. Santa Fe
3. Savannah
2. New Orleans
1. Charleston

• Southern cities particularly impressed survey-takers with their diverse offerings (hip art 
galleries, entire streets lined with restaurants) and welcoming residents.

• The best cities in the United States, it seems, are the ones where visitors feel most at home

LEAST FAVORITE CITIES
By Thrillist

5. Los Angeles
4. Pittsburgh
3. Atlanta
2. Boston
1. Houston 
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THE VALUE OF 
HIGH-CALIBER PUBLIC SPACE

• Jan Gehl, a renowned Danish urban 
designer and author, notes “the 
quality of public spaces has become 
very important. There is not a single 
example of a city that rebuilt its 
public places with quality that has 
not seen a renaissance.”
• Gehl’s work helped bring in high 

quality public space to auto-centric 
downtown Melbourne, Australia 
• Investing in public spaces and places 

for people led to a revitalization of 
the city- a phenomenon dubbed “the 
Melbourne Miracle”  
• Today Melbourne ranks among the 

world's most livable cities
• Gehl’s research underscores the fact 

that outstanding common spaces spur 
economic vitality. 

THE VALUE OF 
HIGH-CALIBER PUBLIC SPACE
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URBAN DESIGNERS ARE COLLABORATORS

Inter-disciplinary subject that utilizes elements of many built environment 
professions, including landscape architecture, interior design, architecture, 

planning, historic preservation, engineering, and sociology.

I.Q. TEST
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I.Q TEST ANSWERS

1. First person singular

2. Add insult to injury

3. Elevator out of order

4. Cubed steak

5. No two ways about it

6. It’s a small world after all

7. The odds are overwhelming

8. High seas

9. Getting it all together

10. Jai alai

11. A break in custom

12. Mad about you

13. Teetotaler

14. Singing in the rain

15. The good, the bad, the ugly

16. Call it a day

CURRENT TRENDS

COVID DESIGN CHANGES ?

• Broadband

• Affordable Housing and the Missing Middle

• Public Realm, “Outdoor Living Room”

• Flexible Parks and Greenspace

• Mobility (walking, micro‐mobility, vehicles, public transport)

• Healthcare access and wellness

• Office Space and Retail Space? 
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1. HOUSING

2. PUBLIC SPACES & AMENITIES

3. WALKABILITY & MASS TRANSIT
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4. MODERNIZING INFRASTRUCTURE

5. SUSTAINABLE BUILDING AND 
DEVELOPMENT

6. DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS
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GEORGIA
TRENDS

#1 TREND IS DOWNTOWN

DESTINATION?
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WALKABILITY

WALK SCORE.COM
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BIKEABLE

ELECTRIC BIKES
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GOLF CART-ABLE

GREENWAYS & TRAILS

RIDESHARING



6/6/2022

21

FOOD TRUCKS

ADAPTIVE REUSE

INFILL DEVELOPMENT
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

LOCAL ART AND CULTURE

COMMUNITY BRANDING
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BREWERIES & OPEN CONTAINER

ROOFTOP VENUES & DINING

PARKLETS
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FARMER’S MARKETS/
FARM TO TABLE

WELCOMING DOGGIES

PLAY FOUNTAINS
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WAYFINDING & SIGNAGE

FLEXIBLE GREENSPACE FOR 
ENTERTAINMENT

HIP RESTAURANTS
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LOCAL BOUTIQUES

TOP GEORGIA URBAN TRENDS 
• Walkable, Bike-able, Golf Cart-able
• Breweries
• Coffee/Cafés
• Local
• Public Art
• Farm to Table
• Greenspace/Parks
• Boutiques
• Hip Restaurants
• Food Trucks
• Branding
• Indie Markets
• Farmers Markets
• Parklets
• Music Festivals

• Connecting with Water

• Trails & Greenways 

• Urban Agriculture & Community Gardens

• Green Infrastructure 

• Rooftop Venues & Dining 

• Ridesharing 

• Addressing Parking 

• Flexible Greenspace 

• Open Containers

• Downtown Lodging

• Shared Space

• Downtown Public Restrooms

• Housing and Homeless
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WHAT MAKES YOU UNIQUE?



6/6/2022

28

CREATIVE SIGNAGE 

Signage
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WHAT DO YOU WANT IN YOUR

?
CITY

ORDINANCES, POLICIES, AND 
MONEY

• Zoning & Separation of Uses or No Zoning (the new way)

• Density/Minimum and Maximum Building and Lot Sizes 

• Interaction with the Street/Setback Requirements 

• Parking Requirements 

• Permitted Uses 

• Height Restrictions

• Local Infrastructure: Streets, Sidewalks, Trails, and More  

• Signage Ordinances 

• Architectural Restrictions 

• What else? 

WHAT YOU CONTROL:


